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The BIS HñoOr of Londons | 
Third Paſtoral Letter, &c 


Occafion'd by the Suzgeſtions of Infidels a- 
gainſt the Writings of the NEw TEST A- 
MENT, conſider d as 4 Divine Rule of 
Faith aud Manners. 


BEN my two former Letters, I have 
laid before you the Evidences of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as drawn from 
the Accounts which the Evange- 

liſts give us of our Saviour Chriſt, 
viz. © The general Expc#ation of the Meffiah Firſt Paſt. 4 
at that Time, ariſing from the Prophecies con- Leit. p. 22. g 
cerning him; © 'The many and great. Mrracles | 
which he wrought, in confirmation of his 
Doctrine and Mithon ; His Predictions of ſe- 
veral very remarkable Events, which were at- 
terwards punctually fulfill d; and, The won- 
derful Propagation of the Goſpel after his 
Death, againſt all the Powers ot the World, 
and the Luſts, Paſſions, and Prejudices of Man- 
kind. To theſe I have added the Evidences 8 o 
of the great Need there was of ſuch a Reve- Pat. Le:r. 
A 2 lat on p.14. 


(4 
lation from God ; confid 


ering the 
rance and Corruption of Manners int 
the World was funk, and the Inability 
Phil to enlighten and reform it. 
Second this led me to lay before you the Excellency 
Paſt. Lett. the Chriſtian Inſtitution for the eſſecting what 
P-5'- the Philoſophers could not effect; © The great 
Advantage of a Divine Authority, to aſcertain 
the Duties and Doctrines it lays down; © The 
Purity of its _ ſo much higher and 
more perſect, than thoſe which meer Morality 
preſcrib'd ; * The natural Tendency of them to 
tit and prepare the Soul for the ſpiritual Exer- 
ciſes o wats 1 ; Ibe ria Reftraints 
which the Go regular Enjo 
ments of all bas. cat eats in the — 
Acts, but the inward Imaginations and De- 
fires; The full Aſſurance it gives of fu- 
ture Rewards and Puniſhments to excite us to 
Obedience, and the ſupernatural Aſſiſtance it 
promiſes, to enable us to obey; * "The Peace 
and Satisfaction it affords the Mind, —4.— 
vering a plain and certain Method of obtaining 
the Pardon of Sin, and thereby ſecuring the 
Love and Favour of God; The ſolid Foun- 
dation it lays for Eaſe and Comfort under all 
the Calamitics of Life, and more eſpecially for 
Patience, Reſignation and Conſtancy under 
Sufferings and Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs- 
ſake ;, The Means it provides for preſerving 
an habitual Senſe of God and Religion upon 
the Minds of Men, by the Appointment of a 
Miniſtry, and Ordinances, and publick Aſſem- 
blies, for that End; and, upon the whole, 
The Perfection and Happineſs to which it 
advances human Nature, both in this Life, and 
the next, far beyond any thing that the meer 
natural 
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natural Powers of Body and Mind could have 
diſcover'd and attain'd to. 

And as a Conſequence of the clear and un- 
doubted Evidences of our Saviour's Miſſion 
and Authority, and of the Excellency of the 
Goſpel-Inſtitution; I have further ſhown the Second 
indifj Obligation we are under to at- Paſt. Len, 
tend to it and embrace it; together with the? 73: 
Folly, Perverſeneſs and Sinſulneſs of not em- 
bracing it, and much more of deſpiſing and re- 
jecłing it. 

Since therefore both the Evidences and the 
Excellency of the Chriftian Inftitution, and of 
the whole Work of our R ion by Jeſus 
Chriſt, are ſo fully and clearly laid down in 
She Writings of the New Teftament, from Ibid. p. 52. 
whence I drew my Accounts of them; Infide- 
lity can have no poſſible Refuge, but in a 
downright Disbelief of the Truth and Autho- 
rity of thoſe Writings; cither as forg'd from 
the Beginning or convey'd to us with great 
Corruptions; or as containing Facts related 
by Perſons who had no Credit and Doctrines 
deliver d by thoſe who had no Authority. 
This is the Refuge to which it was cafily fore- 
ſeen the Infidels of our Age muſt have their 
final Recourſe, to juſtify their rejecting the 
Doctrine of our Redemption by Chriſt, and 
their avow'd Diſregard of the Writings of the 
New Teftament farther than as they contain 
ſuch moral Precepts, as Natural Reaſon might 
ſuggeſt and ſuch as may in their Opinion be 
learnt as well, if not better, from Heathen 
Writers. As it is impoſſible to maintain that 
Scheme, on Suppoſition that thoſe Writings | 
are true and genuin, and that the Doctrines 
coatain'd in them ſubſiſt upon a divine Autho- 


rity; 


and undoubted : I the Writ 


thority not Divine,) the 
well founded ; but, on the other hand, band, if they 
be authentick in both thoſe reſpects, Chriſti- 
anity ſtands unſhaken and immoveable, and all 
2 either that it is not well-founded, 


fall to the Ground. 

Ibis is a Point which I touch'd $4 my 

my firſt Paſtoral Letter. But ſinee that 
Patrons of Infidelity have told us a—_ — 
without reſerve, how little they conſider the 
Seri * 10 a Rule to Men, either of Belief or 

Chriſtin — 1 — plead for "the reading them 

"Crean. with lach Fre as to aſſent or diſſent, juſt as 
on, p. 201. * judge it agrees vr diſagrees with the Light 
Y Nature and the Reaſon of Things; and 

— p- 371. 4 — thoſe as the only wiſe Men, who be- 
lieve not the Doctrines, biceef, e contain'd in 

—P-192. Scripture, but the Scripture on a of the 
Do#rines ; who admit not any of it's Do&rines 

. 323, Without an Examination by that Rule; = 

admit ſuch Things for . oo AS 
being Jud tend to the Honour of 2 
the Gf en, and nothing elſe; 245 who do 
not admit any thing to be writ by divine In- 
ſpiration, tho it occurs ever ſo often in * 
ture, till they are certain it will bear the * 

—Þ 185. they lay down. They inſiſt further, how eu- 
ſily Mankind may be impos'd on in the point of 
Revelation; and how little Certainty there is 
or can be, that any Revelation has been con- 

vey'd 


or that it is no more than meer Morality, muſt 
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wey'd entire to diffant Times and Places; and 
they reſt much upon the great Number of va- 
rious Readings in the Copies 
ment, as ing it uncertain to us what 
true Text was; and alled „ That 0 Court of 
Fadicature admits of a 
the Original, without Oath made by a difente- 
refted Perſon, of bis having compar'd it with the 
Origizal; from whence they conclude, how 
unreaſonable it is abſolutely to depend, in Things 
of the greateſ# Moment, on voluminous Writings, 
which have been ſo often tranſcrib d by Men 
who never ſaw the Original. . 

Theſe, and others of the like Tendency, arc 
the Principles which the Infidels of our Age 
are openly and „ advancing; that by 
deftroying the Credit of the Holy Scriptures, 
they may make way for their own Scheme of 
Natural Religion. And there are alſo others 
among us, who tho' they do not diſpute our 
receiving the four Goſpels as a Rule of Faith 
and Practice, will not agree that the other 
Books of the New Teftament have a Right to 
be conſider d as part of that Rule; but, on the 


contrary,have taken ins to ſore 
of cel Books as of doubefal Credit, 
Since therefore thoſe Sacred Writings, as 
having all of them the of divine Au- 
thority, are the great Charter of Chriſtians, up- 
on the Validity of which their Faith and their 
Hope are built; to the end that thoſe whom 
the Providence of God has plac'd under my 
Care, may be arm'd in all Points againſt the 
A of Infidelity and every Approach to 
it, I have judg'd it expedient to enter into 
that Matter more fully and diſtinctly, in order 
to give you a clear View of the Evidences 
both of the Truth and the Authority of thoſe - 
Writings. 


of the New Tefta= Page 244, 
the 324. 


„the taken from 
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Writings. And this I conſider, 7 23 
ſort a Duty incumbent me. For having 
ſhown Tha my Second Letter the Inſuffici- 
ency of Reaſon in this corrupt State to be your 
Guide in Matters of Religion, it may well be 
expected, that I alſo ſhow you what is a ſuſi- 
ctent Guide, and where the Directions are to 
be found, which will acquaint you with the 
certain Way to Salvation, and upon which you 
may ſecurely depend, as being the Guide which 
God himſelf has ven you. And this will be 
effectually done, by making good the follow- 
ing Poſitions : 

I. The four Goſpels contain a faithful and 
true Account of the Birth, Life, Death, Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 

IT. The whole Scheme of Chriſtianity or 


the Goſpel Diſpenſation, was not fully open'd 


to the World by Chriſt himſelf immediately, 
in the courſe of his Miniſtry; but many Things 
were left by him to be deliver'd or explain d 
by his Apof#les, whom he particularly Inſtruct- 
ed and Commiſſion'd for that End. 

III. The Apoſtles, in virtue of their Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, being not only to tefti 
and deliver to the World the Things whi 
they had ſeen and had been taught by him, 
but further to open and explain the Gof- 
pel Diſpenſation; were under the Guidance 
and once of the Holy Ghoft, which they 
receiv'd, according to his Promiſe, before they 
enter d upon their Miniftry. 

IV. What the Things are, relating to the 
Goſpel- Diſpenſat ion, which the Apoſtles were to 
open and explain, purſuant to the Commiſſion 
and Inſtruction receiv'd from Chriſt and under 
the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt; 
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muſt, in conjunction with the Goſpels, be learnt 
from their ing and Writings, as dcliver'd 


to ns in their A#s and Epiſtles. 


V. The Books of the New Teftament, in 
which the Doctrines deliver'd by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles are contain'd, have been faithtully 
tranſmitted tothe Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages. 

VI. The Doctrines of the Apoſtles, contain- 
ed in their Epi ſtles and in the Ads, together 
with what is taught by our Saviour in the G- 
pels, were deſgi d to be a ſtand ing Rule of Fai: h 
and Manners to Chriſtians in all Ages, and 
were from the Beginning confider'd and re- 
cciv'd as ſuch, by the Churches of Chritt. 


1. The four Goſpels contain a faithful and 
true Account of the Birth, Life, Death, Reſur- 


rection, and Aſcenſion of Feſus Chriſt, When 


we would be fatisfied concerning the Truth of 
any Hiſtory, the two Thing we chicfly en- 
quire after, arc, The Knowledge the Writer 
had of his Subject, and the Character he bore 
in Point of Integrity; the firſt, to convince us 
that he could not be impoſed upon himſelf, and 
2 ſecond, that he had no Inclination or De- 

to impoſe upon others. Now, that there 
* ſuch a Parſon as Feſus of Nazareth, who 
lived at the Time the Goſpels ſpeak of, and 
who made choice of ſeveral Perfons to be his 
Diſciples, are Facts, which the greateit Ene- 
mics of Chriſtianity have never denied; and it 
they had denied them, they would have been 
effectually confuted by Writers of undoubted 
Credit, who lived at the Time, and in the Age 
which immediately followed. Ot theſe Dit- 
ciples in general, it is affirmed, and has never 
been denied or n That they wag — 

vera 


Acts i. 21. 


1 Job. i. 1. 


Luk, xxiv. 
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ſeveral Callings and Occupations, to the end 
they might be wholly at Liberty to attend Je- 
ſas, and reccive his Inſtructions: He ordai n d 
twelve, that they ould be with him; who, 
with others, accompanied him all the Time that 
he went in and out among them; beginning 
{rom the Baptiſm of Fohn, unto the ſame Day 
that he was taken up from them And hav- 
ing been with him from the Beginning, they 
were well qualificd to bear Witneſs of the 
Things that were done and ſpoken by him. 
And what we find particularly declared by one, 
might be truly ſaid by all of them, where-ever 
they preached, © That which we have heard, 
which we hade ſeen with our Eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our Hands have baudled, 
declare we unto you. The Things they recorded 
as ſaid and done by Chriſt, they heard from his 
own Mouth, and ſaw with their own Eyes, 
and did not deliver them upon the Report of 
others. Nor did they only ſee him, fo as to 
have a trauſſent View of him; but they /ook'& 
upon him, and had long-continued Views of 
him, and converſed familiarly with him. And, 
that their Eyes might not be deceived, either 
with Regard to his Perſon or Miracles, they 
not only touched, but handled; their own 
Hands diſtributed the Loaves; and after his 
Reſurrection, they were all directed, not onl 
to behold bis Haiids and his Feet, to fatisty 
them that it was he himſelf, but alſo to handle 
him, that they might be thoroughly convinc'd 
that he had Fleſh and Bones, and 0 could not 
be a Spirit, as they at firſt ſuſpected. And 
one of them, Who was more diſtruſtful than the 
reſt, was commanded even to thruft bis Hand 
into the Wound in his Side. 


The 
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The ſame Perſons who were thus prepared, 
by all ordinary and natura Qualifications, to 
ve an Account of the Life and Actions ot 
hriſt, received alſo a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance 
for the Work, by his ſending the Holy Ghoſt, 
for this among other Ends, that be mig bi 
bring all Things to their Remembrance, what- 
forever he had ſaid unto them, And two 
« theſe, ſo cnabled by 2 | wo natural and 
upernatural, wrote two oſpels, name- 
ly Matthew and John. As to Mart and 
uke, the other two Evangeliſts; it is 
affirmed by ſome of the Ancients, that they 
were two of the Seventy Diſciples, whom our 
Lord ſent before his Face to every City and Lak. x. 7, 
Place whither he himſelf would come ; to whom 9. 16, 17. 
he gave Power to heal the Sick, and to caſt out 7M 
Devils; and faid to them, as he had done to the 
twelve Apoſtles, He that beareth you, heareth 
me, and be that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me. 
But however that be; aſter our Saviour's Aſcen- 
fion we find them expreily mentioned as Fel- 
low-Labourers with St. Paul, to whom the 
whole Goſpel had been immediately reveal- 
ed from Heaven, and one of them with St. 
Peter, whom Chriſt choſe to be with him 
in the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry. St. Paul 
ſpeaks of Mark, as his Fellow-Labourer in the cg. ir. ic, 
ſpel, whom we accordingly find with him 11. 
when he wrote his Epiſtle to the Coloffans and Phil. 24. 
that to Philemon; and when he commands 77 | 
ot hy to come to him, he directs him to tate, Tim iy. 
Mark and bring him with bim, as 6ne profit= 11 
able to him in the Miniftry. St. Peter men- 
tions him in his firſt Epiſtle, as then with him,, pet. ,. 
and alſo calls him Lis Son; a Name, which we 1;, 
find applied in the New Teſtament to thoſe 
| B 2 whom 
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whom the Apoſtles had inſtructed in the Faith 
and converted, and to thoſe who laboured with 
them in inſtructing and converting others; for 
Phil, ii. 22, in this Senſe, St. Paul ſays of Timothy, As a 
Son with the Father, he bath ſerved with me 
Tit. i. 4. in the Goſpel; and of Titus, Mine own Son after 
the common Faith. Luke alſo is called by St. 
ou Paul his Fellou-Lalourer; whom we ac- 
company ing him in his Travels, and icu- 
— 15 — larly to have been with him when he — his 
2 Tun. iv. Epiſtles to the Colofſkans, to Timothy, and to 
11. Philemon. | 
_ Accordingly, the Accounts which the An- 
cicnts give of thoſe two Goſpels and the Wri- 
Iren. |. 3. ters of them, are as follows. Ireneus ia 


£1, That Mark, the Diſciple and Interpreter of 


Peter, committed thoſe Things to Writing 

which had been related to him by Peter, and 

that Luke, the Companion of Paul, recorded 

in a Book the Goſpel which Paul preached.” 

Iren. |. 3, And elſewhere, he ſays of St. Luke, That he 
© 14+ was an inſeparable Companion of St. Paul, and 


Tertull. his Fellow- Labourer in the Goſpel.” Tertul- 


Macon tian ſays, That the Goſpel which Markpub- 
L 4 c 5, liſhed, is affirmed to be Peter's, whoſe Inter- 
pereter he was | as writing in Greek what he 
heard St. Peter deliver to the Fews in their 

own Language | and that which was drawn up 

Euſeb. l. 2. by Luke, is aſcribed to Paul.. Euſebius re- 
<ape15- lates, upon the Authority of more ancient 
Writers, That the Chriſtians at Rome pre- 

vailed with Mark to ſet down in writing the 
Doctrine which Peter had preach'd; and that 
afterwart!s Peter confirmed it, and authoriſed it 

to be publickly read in their Aſſemblies. And 

Euſeb 1.6. elſewhere, from Origen, The ſecond Goſpel 
6 25. 1s that of Mark, who ſet it down as it was de- 
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livered to him by Peter; and the third, that 
of Luke, which is commended by St. Paul.” To 
theſe we muſt add what the fame Euſebius ſays, Euſeb. I. 3. 
as handed down by Tradition to his Time, . 24. 
That St. John approved the three other Goſ- 
pels, and gave his Teſtimony to the Truth of 
them.” And, That Copics of theſe Holy Ibid. c. 37. 
Goſpels were with great Zeal conveyed to re- 
mote Countries, by thoſe who ſucceeded the 
Apoſtles in the Propagation of the Chriſtian Juſt. Marr. 
Faith: and they were read in the publick Af- Apo) > 
ſemblics and received as the Foundation of that * WP 
Faith; without the leaſt Mark of Diſtinction in 
Point of Authority. 
1 4 - Evidence a Truth 

the iſtory, with to the 
exact 7 — Writers had of their 
Subject; which ſhows that * were not 
impoſed upon themſelves. And it it ſhall alſo 
appear that they were Perſons of Integrity, and 
had no Inclination or Defign to impoſe upon 
others, the Evidence is as complete, as can well 
be given of any ancient Facts whatſoever. 
With this View, let us conſider, The Cha- 
racter and Condition of the Perſons, and © The 
Time and Manner of their Writing; with o- 
ther Circumſtances, from whence we may judge 
whether or no they are attended with any 
Marks or Suſpicions of Fraud or Deſign. 

So far were the Perſons from being artful or 
deſigning Men, that they were reproach'd by 
the Enemics of Chriſtianity, as rude and mean, 
imple and illiterate ; and fo far were they from 
having any worldly Views of Profit, or Plea- 
ſure, or Honour, after they ſet out on the 
Work of propagating the Goſpel ; that Peric- 
eution, Affliction, and Reproach, were almoſt 

tk 
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the conftant Attendants of the Propagators of 
it. As to the Time, wrote and publiſhed 
their Goſpels while the were freſh in 
Memory, and while many Perfons were living 
who wanted not Inclination to detect them, it 
they could have been convicted of Falſhood. 
And as to a 2 Tk 4 is plain, 
Open, and undiſguiſed ; all A 

ho of Art — and n 
this Signal Teſtimony of Truth and 
tiality, that they freely confeſs and record the 
Failings and Weakneſſes of themſelves and 
their Brethren, viz. The frequent Rebukes they 
received from their Maſter for their Ignorance 
and Slowneſs of Underſtanding ; Their Views of 
Power and Grandeur, during their 
Attendance upon him; and at laft, Their 
ſhameful Denial and Deſertion of him. If we 
conſider the Fachs contained in the 
Hiſtory, and the Tendency of them, they arc 
fuch as overthrow the Religion both of Jews. 
and Gentiles, and therefore could not _ 
the ſevereſt Scrutiny; and if we conſider the 
Numbers who afterwards undertook to atteſt 
and publiſh thoſe Facts, it is incredible that 
if they were not truc, no one of them ſhould 
be prevailed with, either by Hope or Fear, to 
diſcover the Impoſture ; and next to impoſſible 
to ſuppoſe, that all of them ſhould ſubmit to 
the — Trials, and many ot them to Death 
itſelf, rather than deny them. 

Theſe are the Evidences, that the Evange- 
liſts could not be deceived themſelves, and 
that they had no Intention or Deſire to de- 
ccive others. And we accordingly find all the 
tour Goſpels under the Names of the ſeve- 
ral Evangeliſts diſtinctly ſpoken of by the "_ 
carly 


(15) 
carly Writers of the Church, as the known and | 
undoubted Records of our Saviour's Life and ; 
Actions, and as ſuch, received by all Chriſtian | | 
Churches, and read in their publick Aſſemblies. | 
Clement, the Diſciple of St. Paul, cites many __ J 
Paſſages out of them; and, in one Place, after gp. 2. 8. 3. q 
having quoted the Prophecy of I/aiab, he adds, s. ; 
and another Scripture ſaith, and then quotes 
the Goſpel of St. Matthew : In another Place, 
he cites the Goſpel of St. Luke, with theſe 
Words immediately prefixed, The Lord ſaith iu 
the Goſpel. Polycarp a Diſciple of St. Fohn, Grabe, 
mentions theſe Gor Goſpels diſtinctly and by Not. in I- 
Name, with particular — relating"... 
to each. Fuftin Martyr, ſpeaking of the Inſti- j Q A. 
tution of the Lord's Supper, ſays, The A- pol. 2. 
po in their Records, which arc called 
ſpels, declared that it was commanded by 
Chriſt to be fo performed ; and a little after 
adds, That choſe Records were publickly 
read in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies on the Lord's 
Day; and, in his other Works, he uſes the Juſtin. Di. 
ſame Stile of the Records of the ApoſHes, and 4 — ph. 
cites ſeveral Paſſages out of them, as the ſtand- , 29, 
ing Records of the Church. * Tatian, the Diſ- 337, 332, 
ciple of Fuftin, reduced the four Goſpels into 333: 334 
Euſeb. 
ove, which in After-ages was uſually called the . _ 20 
Harmony of the four Goſpels. Irenæus gives Monoteſ- 
this Account of all the four, which hath already faron. 
been taken Notice of in part“, Matthew, | . 
< ſays hc, delivered his Goſpel to the Hebrews, * pag. 12 
« while Peter and Paul preach'd at Rome ; 
<< after whoſe Departure, Mark the Diſciple 
and Interpreter of Peter, conveyed to us in 
*« Writing the Things which Peter had preach- 
ed; and Luke, the Companion of Paul, re- 
corded in a Book the Goſpel which Pau. 
« preach'd. 


* 
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« preach'd. Afterwards, John the Diſciple of 
« our Lord, who alſo lean'd on his Breaſt at 
« Supper, publiſhed his Goſpel while he ſtayed at 
Iren. |. 3. 4 Epheſus in Afia.” The fame Irenens, ſpeak- 
i. ing of the Authority of the Goſpels, ſays, 
That the very Hereticks gave their Teſti- 
mony to them, while each laboured to ſupport 
his Opinion from them; and as to the Num- 
ber, That they were neither more nor leſs 
than four, and that they who made them either 
more or fewer, were vain, ignorant and = 
Clem. A- ſumptuous.” Clement, ſpeaking of a Paiſage 
IE: cited out of the Afgyptian Goſpel, ſays, It is 
90 not to be found in the four Goſpels which 
og. have been delivered down to us.” And Origen, 
Com. in mentioning the Writers of the tour Goſpels b 
_ P- Name, and in their Order, ſays, That tho 
1 alone (and no other Goſpels) had been uni- 
verſally received in the Church.” 
The faithful Tranſimiſſion of the Goſpels to 
future Ages, is a Point that will fall properly 
under the fifth general Head ; and theretore I 
will ſhut up this firſt Head, after I have ſhown 
in a few Words, that ſeveral of the Facts re- 
lated in the Goſpels, receive Confirmation from 
the Teſtimony of other Hiſtorians, both Few- 
i/þ and Pagan, who lived at or near the Time. 
have obſerved before, that it has never been 
denied by the Writers of either Sort, that 
there was ſuch a Perſon as Feſtus, who liv'd in 
Fadza, and fuffer'd Death upon the Croſs, at 
the Time mentioned in the Goſpels. The 
The Per- Name which the Fews have given him with 
= hang. Reference to his Cracifixion (however re- 
a proachtully intended) is an Acknowledgment 
of the Truth of the Fact; for which, and for 
other Particulars relating to him, the Chriſtians 
appealcd 
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a ed to the Accounts tranſmitted to Rome; Tertull. 
according to the known Uſage of the Gover- Abl. 
nors making Returns thither, of the Tranſac- 

tions in their reſpectire Provinces. All theſe 
Things concerning Chriſt, ſays Tertullian, were ac Pita, 
reported by Pilate to Tiberius Ceſar. The 

ſame is atteſted by Tacitus, a Roman Hiſtorian of +; ga- 
undoubted Credit; who ſpeaking of the Chri- nal. l. 15. 
tians, fays, © TI hey take the Name from Chriſt, < ++ 
who was put to Death in the time of the Emperor 
Tiberius, by Pontius Pilate. Nor did Julian 
himſelf, the bittereſt Enemy that Chriſtianity 

ever had, deny that there was tuch a Perſon, 

or affirm that there was no Foundation for the 

Truth of the Goſpel Hiſtory: On the con- 

trary, he owns the Goſpels to have been writ- ci, 1. 6. 
ten by the Perſons whoſe Names they bear, & 1s. 
and only blames them for magnitying 

the Works of their Maſter beyond Mea- 

ſure ; the Truth and Reality of which Works, 

Celſus alſo does in Effect acknowledge, when xi. Pag. 


he aſcribes them to Art Magick. Detences, Let. p. 29. 


which neither of theſe would have had Re- 


courſe to, if they could have proved that the 


Books themſelves were ſpurious; nor would 
they have omitted to take the Advantage even 
of a Suſpicion of their being ſpurious, but that 
they knew there was no Foundation for it. 

There are many other Facts which the Evan- 
gelitts relate, that are alſo atteſted both by Hca- 
then and Jewiſh Writers. The Gofpels frequently 
mention the Warnings which Chriſt gave his 
Diſciples and Followers, that they muſt rec- 
kon upon a State of great Trials and Suffer- Tactt. 
ings for the Sake of his Religion ; and Zacitas, Nero. 
Suetonius, and Pliny arc Witneſſes, how very - og 
terrible thoſe Perſecutions were. The Evan» pj. Ep. 

3 geliſts lib, 10. 
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geliſts mention the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 

as foretold by our Saviour; and the Account 

ruſ 28, given of that Deſtruction by Joſephus the Feu- 
Leu. F. 36. 1% Hiſtorian, which exactly correſponds with 
what they relate from the Mouth of Chriſt, 1s 

a Teſtimony to the Truth of that Relation. As 

the fame 7o/ephus has alſo confirmed the Truth 

of the Goſpel Hiſtory in general, by the Ac- 

Pilate, fe- counts he gives of the Roman Governors, and 
lix, Feſtus, the Fewiſh Oeconomy at that Time; being agree- 
2 able, both as to Perſons and TI hings, with the Ac- 


Sanhe— «x a , - 
Arien, Sc. counts which the Evangeliſts give us of them. 


II. The whole Scheme of Chriſtianity, or the 
SGoſpel-Diſpenſation, was not fully open d to 


the Norld by Chriſt himſclf immediately, in the 


Courſe of his Miniftry; but many things were 
Jeſt by him to be deliver'd or explain'd by his 
Apoſtles, whom he particularly inſtructed, and 
con miſlion'd, for that end. The Office of John 
the Baptiſt, was only to give notice that the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or of God, 7. e. of the 
Methah, was at hand, and to ſummon Men to 
Repentance as a neceſſary Qualification to be ad- 
mitted Members of that Kingdom, and to eſcape 
Mart. iti. a. the Wrath to come. Repent ye, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand, The like Commiſſion was 
given by Chriſt to the Twelve Apoſtles, when 
Matt. x. 7. he firſt ſent them forth; As ye go, preach, ſay- 
ing the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; and to 
the Seventy Diſciples, when he ſent them two 
and two before his Face into every City and 
Place whither he himſelf would come; Say ano 
them, the Kingdom of Gcd is come nigb uito 
Luk, x. 9. %. In like manner, Jefus himſclt wer? 
Matt.ix. about all the Cities and Villages, teaching in 
* their Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of 


the 
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the Kingdom, or the good News of the coming 

of the Meſſiah. But he was fo far from openly 

proclaiming or owning himſelf to be the 

Mcftab, that he induſtriouſly concealed it, left 

the Fews, who expected a temporal Deliverer 

from the Roman Y oke, ſhould break out into 

Rebellion, and make him obnoxious to the 

Roman Power before the Completion of his 

Miniſtry. When Peter, in the Name of the Marr. vi. 

Diſciples, had declared to him their full Con- '* 25. 

viction That he was Chriſt the Son of the Li- 

ding God; the Charge he immediately gave 

them, was, That they ſhould tell no Man, that Mak i. 

he was Feſus the Chriſt. When the unclean 11, 12. 

Spirits fell down before him, and cry'd, ſay ing, 

Thou art the Son of God, (a known Appclla- Luk. iv. 

tion of the Meſſiab among the Fews) it imme- 41. 

diatcly follows, That Feſus ffrifly charged 

them, that they ſhould not make him known. 

After his Transfiguration upon the Mount, and 

a Voice from Heaven declaring him to be the 

Son of God; ſeſus charges the three Diſciples Mau. xvii. 

who were with him, That they ſconld tell the“. 

Vifzon to no Man, untill the Son of Man was riſe 

again from the Dead. Nor did he ever make a 

publick Profeſſion and Acknowledgment that he 

was the Meſſiah, till he was arraign'd, firſt be- 

fore the Council of the Fews, and then before Mark xtr. 

Pontius Pilate, i. e. after he had finiſh'd his 62. 

Miniftry upon Earth, and there was no Danger, Luk. xxib 

either that the People would raiſe a Sedition = _ 

upon his Account, or that he ſhould be ar- 35, 

raign'd and put to Death before the appointed 

Time. But with regard to the People, the great 

Aim and Detign of his Miniſtry was, firſt ta 

convince them by his Miraclcs that he was a 

Prophet ſent from God 2 being join'd to 
2 the 
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the general Expectation of the Meſſiah at that | 


Time, might lcad them to /ppoſe that he was 
the Perſon; and then, to prepare them for the 
Reception of the Goſpel, by taking off the 
— and corrupt Gloſſes which the Scribes 
and Phariſces had put upon the Moral Law, 
and by laying open the Pride, Coverouſneſs and 
Hypocriſy of thoſe Teachers: And this, in 
order to convince the People, how unfit they 
were to be Guides in Religion; and by that 
Means to ſet them at Liberty trom the InfJu- 
ence and Authority of Perſons, whoſe Intercſt 
it was, and whoſe Endeavour it would be, to give 
all the Oppolition they could to the Golpel, 
that they might preſerve and maintain their 


own Power. But what he ſaid to the People 


Matt. xiii. 


34+ 
Mark iv. 
11. 
Mark iv. 


. 34+ 


Matt, xv. 


16. | 
Mark vil. 


18. 


concerning the Kingdom of Heaven or the 
Goſpel- State, and the Nature and future Pro- 

reſs of it, was for the moſt part delivered in 
Parables ; which he cxplain'd to his Diſciples 


when they were alone, to let them by Degrees 


into ſome Underftanding of the Nature and 
Deſign of that Spiritual Kingdom which he 
intended to cftabliſh; reſerving the complete 
and perfe# Diſcovery thereof, till he had fi- 
nith'd the great Work of our Redemption by his 
Reſurrection from the Dead, and had fully pre- 
pared them for the Publication of the Goſpel, 
by ſending the Holy Ghoſt to inftrut and 
ftrengthen them. For we find in the Courſe 
of our Saviour's Miniſtry, that notwithſtanding 
the Lights he occaſionally gave them, their 
Knowledge of theſe things was very imperfect. 
He often complains of the Slewneſs of their 


Underſtanding, in that they did not apprehend 


the Defign of his Parables, nor arrive at a firm 
and ftediaſt Faith in him, by the frequent 
| | Oppor- 


{ 
7 
l 


ST HY SS ! T7” 


( 21 ) 


Opportunities they had of hearing his Doctrine Marr. xvi. 
and ſeeing his Miracles. When he firſt began 1116 .. 
to ſhew them, that he muſt go unto Feruſalem , 3 
and ſuffer many things of the Elders and Chief Mar. xvi. 
Prieſts and Scribes, and be killd, and be raiſed 21, 22, 23. 


again the third day; Peter, who before had 


made ſo full a Contethon of his Belief that he 


was the Meſſiah, began to rebuke him for theſe 
Sayings, Be it far from thee, Lord, This ſhall 
not be unto thee. Upon which our Lord told 
him, That be ſavour'd not the things that be of 
God, but thoſe that be of Men. And on a 
like Occation S. Luke ſays, That they under- Luk. xvii. 
ſtood none of theſe things, and this Saying was 
hid from them, neither knew they the things 
which were ſpoken. When the Samaritans L. k. ir- 54. 
would not receive him in his Way to Feruſalem, 
two other of his Diſciples James and Jobn, 
who, together with Peter, were moſt conver- 
ſant with him, deſired Leave to command Fire 
to come down from Heaven, aud conſume them, 
as Elias had done in a like Caſe; and they re- 
ccived this Rebuke from him, Je know not 
what manner of Spirit ye are of (i. e. how 
different the Spirit of the Goſpel is from that 
of the Law) for the Sou of Man is not come to 
deftroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them. In the 
whole Courſe of his Miniſtry, they evidently 
reckon'd upon his ſetting up a temporal King- 
dom, and had Strifes among themſelves which Matt. xviii, 
of them ſhould then be the greateſt; and even 1. 
after his Reſurrection, the Queſtion they ask Mt . 
him upon that Head, is, Whether be will at Ick wii 
this time reſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael. All 24. 
which, together with the Acts of forſaking and Acts i. 6. 
denying him, the Difficulty they thew'd in be- 
lieving his Reſurrection, and that Slowneſs of 
\ Heart 
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Heart with which he upbraided them for not 
Luk. xxiv. applying the Prophecics concerning him even 
25. nn he had ſuffer'd and was riſen from the 
ad; are undeniable Teſtimonies, how im- 
perfect Notions they had as yet of the Nature 
and Occonomy of the Goſpel State, and how 
great Need there was of thoſe further Inſtruc- 
tions which he gave them during the forty 
Acts i. 3. Days, in which he was ſeen of them after his 
Reſurrection, and ſpake of the things pertain- 
ing to the Kingdom of God; and this, evidently, 
in order to quality them tor the duc Diſcharge 
of the Commiſhon they received from him im- 
Matt. mediately before his Aſcenſion into Heaven, Go 
XXViit. 19, Ze, and teach all Nations. —Go into all the 
Mark xvii World, and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
15. ture, teaching them to obſerve all things what- 

ſoever I hade commanded you. 


III. The Apoſtles, in virtue of their Com- 
miſfien from Chriſt, being not only to teftify aud 
deliver to the World the things which they had 
ſeen and had been taught by Him, but farther to 

and explain the Goſpel Diſpenſation; were 
under the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which they received according to his Pro- 
miſe, before they entcr'd upon their Miniſtry. 

The frequent Aſſurances they had from our 
Saviour that they ſhould receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, are diſtinctly recorded in the four Evan- 
=) the Truth and Authority of whoſe 

ritings is fully ſhewn under the firſt Head. 
But becauſe the Proot of their having this, and 
ſeveral other Promiſes of our Saviour, punctu- 
ally fulfill'd to them, do all depend upon Te- 
ſtimonies fetch'd from the Ads of the Apoſtles; 
it will be proper in this Place to eſtabliſi the 

Credit 
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Credit of that Hi „in the fame manner that 
the Credit of the four Evangeliſts has been 
alrcady 3 _ that the —.— w — 
was Luke the Evangeliſt, appears evidently 
comparing the — to his Goſpel wit 
that of the Acts. The Goſpel begins thus: Luk. i, :. 
Foraſmuch as many have taken in hand to ſet 
forth in Order à Declaration of thoſe things 
which are moſt ſurely believed among us, even 
as they delivered them unto us, which from the 
Beginning were Eye-Witneſſcs and Miniſters 
of the Nord 7 good to me alſo, having 

ad perfect Underſtanding of all things from 
the very firſt, to write unto thee in order, moſt 
excellent Theophilus. With expreſs Reference to 
this, the Acts of the Apoſtles begin thus: The Acts i. 
former Treatiſe have I made, O Theophilus, op 
of all that Feſus began both to do and teach, 
until the Day in which he was taken up, &c. 
After this, by a viſible Connection of the 
Hiſtory, he proceeds to relate what the Apoſtles 
did, immediately after our Saviour's Aſcenſion; 
ſo that no doubt has ever been made, but that , 
the fame Perſon was the Writer of both. That | 
he was well qualified to write his Goſpel, has 
been already thewn under the firſt Head; and 
the Evidences there laid down, conclude yet 
more ſtrongly for the Authority of the Ads of 
the Apoſtles; of many of which Acts, we are aa. xu 
ſurc, he himſelf was an Eye and Ear- Witneſs. &. 
Citations out of this Book are found in C/z- Clem. Ep. 
ment the Companion of St. Paul, and in Poly- 1 
carp, the Diſciple of St. ohn. TIrenzus, in Polycarp 
the ſecond Century, writing againit the heretical ad Philip. 
Doctrine of two Principles (one Good, the other 1 
Evil) argues throughout one whole Chapter, . 
from Paſſages taken at large out of the Book 

| ot 
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of Ads, to ſhew the Contrariety of that Hereſy 
Euſeb. 1. 3. to the Doctrine of the A Enſebins gives 
"OM an Account of the ſame Book as follows : 
« Luke, à native of Antioch, and a Phy/ician 
by Profeſſion, who bad lived long and inti- 
mately with Paul, and was much converſant 
with the other Apoſtles, left two Books, written 
by Divine Inſpiration; one of them, his Goſpel 
—the other entitled, The Acts of the Apoſtles ; 
which he did not write from the Relations of 
others, but as Fads that be ſaw with his own 
Euſeb. l. 3. Eyes.” And elſewhere, among the Books which 
c. 2. were univerſally received, he reckons the A#s 

of the Apoſtles next to the tour Evangeliſts. 
Having eſtabliſh'd the Credit and Authority 
_ of thoſe Writings which teſtify the Promiſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Miſſion thereof according 
to that Promiſe; I will now proceed to ſhow from 
the Evangeliſts, upon what Occaſions and for 
what Ends the Promiſe was made. Our Saviour 
Toh. xvi. tells his Diſciples, a little before his Death, I 
12,13- have yet many things to Joy unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now ; and then he immedi- 
ately adds, Howbeit, when he the Spirit of 
Truth is come, he will guide you into all Truth: 
Agrecably to what he had told them a little 
Toh. xiv, before; Theſe things have I ſpoken unto yor, 
26, 27. . being yet preſent with you But the Comforter, 
| which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will 
ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your Remembrance, hat- 
Toh. xiv. ſ0ever I have ſaid unto you. Again, I will pray 
16, 17. the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
torter, that he may abide with you for ever, 
Joh, xy. eben the Spirit of Truth : And, When the Com- 


26, forter is come, whom I will ſend unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of "Truth, which 
proceedeth 
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ecdeth from the Father, he ſhall teſtify 8 
> Wed he tells them, they de be -— 4 11 
into the Synagogues, and unto Magittrates and 11, 12. 
Powers, he b1as them take no Thought how or 
what thing they ſhall anſwer, or what they ſhall 
ſay ; and then adds, For the Holy Ghoſt h 
teach you in the ſame Hour what ye ought to 
ſay : And, I will give you a Month and Wiſ= Luk. vi. 
dom, which all your Adverſaries ſhall not be 15. 
able to gaiuſuy nor reſiſt. When he ſces them Joh. xvi. 
in Trouble, and finds that Sorrow had fill'd their 6, 7. 
Hearts at the Thoughts of his leaving them, 
he comtorts them thus: I tell you the Truth, it 
is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
but if 1 depart, I will ſend him unto yon. When 
he had given them their Commiſſion to preach 
the Goſpel unto all Nations, he immediately 
a ds, And behold I ſend the Promiſe 4 my Luk. xxiv, 
Father upon you; but tarry ye in the City of 59. 
Feruſalem, until ye be endued with Power © 
from ou High And, Te ſball receive Power, aa. s, 
after that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon jou; aud 
ye ſhall beWitneſſes unto Me, beth in Feruſalem, 
and in all fudea, aud in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermoſt Part of the Earth. "This Promiſe aa ii. 1, 
was fulfll'4 on the Day of Pentecoſt, when 2, +, 4, 7. 
they were all with one Accord in one Placc, and 
ſuddenly there came a Sound from Heaven, as 
of a ruſhing mighty Wind, and filPd all the 
Houſe where they were fitting Aud there ap- 
pear'd unto them cloven Tongues,like as of Fire, 
and it ſat upon each of them: Aud they were 
all filfd with the Holy Ghoſt, aud began to 
fpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them Utterance. And there being at that time 
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devout Men out of every Nation who were 
come to Feruſalem to worthip, every one heard 
them ſpeak in his own Language wherein he 
was born. And while the People ſtand amaz'd 
at this, St. Peter tells them, Lhat Fe/izs whom 
they had crucified, being raiſed from the Dead, 
and by the right Hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the Promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt, had ſhed forth that which they 
now ſaw and heard. 

It appears by theſe Accounts, that the full 
and final Opening of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, 
was to be the Work of the Holy Ghoft, direct- 
ing the Apoſtles, and ſtrengthening them in 
their Miniſtry, and cnabling them by his Gitts 
to convey the Knowledge of it to all Nations, 
and to confirm it with undoubted Teſtimonies 
of a divine Commithon and Authority. What- 
ever they had heard from Chrift, or ſeen him 
do, the Holy Ghoſt brought freſh again to their 
Remembrance; the Truths which they could 
not bear in their more imperfe& State, the 
Holy Ghoſt inſtructed them in, and made them 
fully n and by leading them into all 
Truth, he effectually ſecured them againſt 4/7 
Error. They were to preach the Goſpel to 4// 
Nations, and he taught them the cs of 
all. In the Courſe of their Miniſtry, they 
were to meet with great Trouble, Difficalty, 
and Perſecution ; he inſpired and fapported 
them with ſuitable Supplies of Wiſdom, Cou- 
rage and Comfort. Thus encouraged, ſtrength- 
ened, and aſſiſted, by the Holy Ghoſt, the A- 
poſtles went forth and preach'd every where ; 
the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the Word with Signs following; or, as it is elſe- 
where expreſs d, God bearing them Witneſs, both 

with 
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ſurrection of the Lord Feſus. 


1 
with Signs aud Wonders, aud with divers Mi- 
racles, and Gifts 6 the Holy Gb. "This is 
affirm'd on many ions; firſt, of a// the 
Apoſtles in general, while they continued to- 
gether at Feruſalem, That many Wonders au Acts ii. 43. 
Signs were done by their Hands. — — That Adi. 33. 
with great Power they gate Witneſs to the Re- 
That by the aa v. 12. 
Hands f the Apoſtles were many Signs and 
Wonders wrought among the People That there Ads v1. 
came a Multitude out of the Cities round about 
Feruſalem, bringing Sick Folks, and them which 


were Texald with unclean Spirits, aud they were 


healed every ove And then, as wrought by 

icular Apoſtles; by Peter, in the cxtraor- aa: v. ;, 
dinary Act ot Power exerciſed upon Ananias 10. 
and Sapphira tor lying to the Holy Ghoſt; by Acts ii. 6, 
Peter and John, who upon the Occation of = 8 
curing a Man that was lame from his Mother's i 32, 
Womb, declared by what Power they and the 35, 39, 40 · 
other Apoſtles effected their miraculous Cures; Act. M. io. 
In th: Name of Feſus Chrift of Nazareth riſe 
up and walk; And, Be it known unto you, and 
to all the People of Iſrael, that by the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raiſed from the Dead, by him doth 
this Man ftand here before you whole - And St. 
Peter (upon bis curing Axeas of the Pally) a.; 
fEneas, Feſus Chrift maketh thee whole. FORM OED 

Nor had the Apoſtles only the Gitts of the 

Holy Ghoft, and of Tongues and Miracles, be- 
ſtowed upon them, but theſe Powers were alſo by 
their Miniſtry conferred upon others. Our Sa- 
viour intimated, that Believers ſhould receive 


Gifts of an extraordi Nature ; for St. 
Fohn repea 


ting what he had ſaid concerning 
Rivers of Water that 9 flow out of him, Joh v. 35 
2 adds 
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adds, This ſpake he of the Spirit which they 

that believe on him ſhould receive; for the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt was net yer given, becauſe Feſus was 

not yet glorified: and fo our Saviour himſelt, 

Job. xiv, Verity, verily I. ſay unto you, he that belicverh 
12. on me, the Works that I ao ſhall he do alſo, 
and greater Works thau theſe, becauſe 1 go 

nuto iy Father. And it is certain in Fact, 

— by Prayer, and laying on ot Hagds, the 

Gitts of the Holy Ghoit were beſtowed by the 
Apoſtles upon many ot the Belicvers. After 

Peter and oh had related to the Brethren at 
Feruſulem, the Threatnings of the High Pricſts 

Acts iv. and Council ot the Fews, it follows, Aud now, 
29, 324 31. Lord, behold their Threatnines, aud grant un- 
to thy Servants, that with all Beldueſs they 

may ſpeak thy Word, by ftretching forth thy 
Hand to heal, and that Signs aud Wonders 

may be die by the Name of thy hely Chil4 

Feſus. And when they had prayed, the Place 

was ſhaken where they were aſſembled, and 

they were all filled with the Holy Ghott. 
Acts vii. Again, when the Apoftles which were at Je- 
14, 15, 1). ruſulem, heard that Samaria had received the 
Word of God (by the preaching of Philip the 
Evangelift) twey ſeut unto them Peter and John, 
who wen they were come down, prayed for 

them that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; 

then laid they their Hands on them, and they 
Acts x. 44, received the Holy Ghoſt. While Peter was 
40. Hay dt to Cornelius and his Company, the 
oly Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the 

Wars, and they heard them ſpcak with Tongues 

au maguify God. To theſe we may add 
the Inſtances of Stephen and Philip, two of 

the ſeven Deacons; of the firſt of whom it is 


Aas vi. 8. faid, that he did great Wonders and Miracles 


among 
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among the People; and of the ſecond, that 


Simon Magus himſelf wondered when he heard Ads vii. 7, 


unclean Spirits crying with loud Voices, and 
ſaw thoſe who were poticticd with them cured, 
and many taken with Palſies and that were 
lame, healed. 

There is one- Thing further obſervable, con- 
cerning the Miracles wrought by the Apoſtles 
and others, in Leſtimony ot their divincMittion ; 
and that is, Ihe numerous Converſions to the 
Chriſtian Faith which were made by them. 
Upon hearing the Apoſtles ſpeak all Sorts of 


Tongues on the Day of Pentecoſt, there were as ii. 4r, 
added to them above three Thouſand Souls e Acts iv. 4. 


Upon the Cure ct the lame Man by Peter and 
John, and the Occalion they took trom thence 
to recommend and enforce the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, i24ny of them which heard the Word be- 


lieved, aud theNumber of the Men was about five Ads v. 12, 


Thouſand: Upon the many Signs and Wonders 14- 
which were wrought by the Apoſtles among the 
People, Believers were the more added to the 
Lora, Multitudes both of Men and Women: Upon 
Philip's preaching the Goſpel at Samaria, the 


People with one Accord gave heed unto thoſe Acts viii. 6. 


Things which he ſpake; hearing and ſeeing the 
Miracles which he did; and even Simon, he 


who had bewitched them with his Sorceries, aa, vii. 
and to whom they had all given heed from the 9, 10, 13 


higheſt to the loweſt as the great Power of God, 
was baptized, and continued with Philip, and 
wondered, beholding the Miracles and Signs 
which were done. | 
Thus tar, of the Apoſtles and Diſciples of our 
Lord; of the Commithon they had from him 
to preach the Goſpel, and their — = 
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tor the effectual Diſcharge of that Commiſſion, 
by the Inſtructions they received from his own 
Mouth, by the further Lights which the Holy 
Ghoſt gave them, and by the Gitt of Tongues 
and the Power of Miracles, to enable them to 
propagate and :fablifh the Uruths they preach'd. 
But as St. Paul alſo 2 a * 
Inſtrument in carrying on that great Work, 
and both his Comm flow and Infrodions were 
conveyed in a Method different from the reſt, 
it will be neceſſary to give a particular Ac- 
count of both, in order to lay a ſure Foun- 
dation for the Authority of the ſeveral Epiſtles 
Ads ix. 3. Written by him. The Account of his miracu- 
Ax. 3. lous Converſion is delivered by St. Luke in the 
AA . Acts of the Apoſtles, and by himſelf in the ſame 
Book, in his two Detences betore Lxiias and 
Feft us, firſt at Feruſalem, and then at Cæſarea. 
And his immediate Miffon trom Chriſt is thus 
Acts xvi. Exprefied, I bave appeared unto thee for this 
16, 17,18, Purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter and a Witneſs 
both of theſe Things which thou haſt ſeen, and 
of thoſe Things in the which I will appear an- 
to thee; delivering thee from the People. and 
Ads ci. from the Gentiles, unto whom I now ſend thee, 
21. To open their Eyes, and to turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Su- 
tan uno God, And fo Ananias, to whom he 
was directed by the heavenly Viſion, relates 
what Chriſt had revealed to him concerning 
Acts ix. 15. Paul; He is à choſen Veſſel unto me, to bear 
Name before the Gentiles, and Kings, and 
Ads. 17. he Children of Iſrael: And, The Lord, even 
Feſus that appeared unto thee in the Way as 
thou cameft, hath ſent me, that thou mightc/# 
receive thy Sight, and be filled with the Holy 
As xi, Ghoſt. And again, The God of our Fathers 
14, 15. ES hath 
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hath choſen thee, that thou fſbouldeft know 
bis Will, and ſce has fof one, and ſbouldeſft 
bear the Voice of his Mouth - For thou ſtals 
be his Witneſs unto all Men, of what thou 
haſt ſeen and heard. And whereas the 
other Apoſtles ſtyle themſelves, in the 
Beginning of their Epiſtles, the Servants 
and the Apoſtles of Chrift, St. Paul's Style 
concerning himſelf is, Called to be an Apoſtle, — Rom. i 1. 
Separated unto the Goſpel of God — An Apoſtle * Cor. i. i. 
of Feſus Chriſt by the Will of God; and, * An qe f. 
Apoſtle not of Man, neither by Man, but by Coloſ. i. x, 
Jeſus Chriſt aud God the Father. And as to2 Tim. i 1. 
his Doctrine, he tells the Corinthians on Occa- Gal. i. 1. 
ſion of his 7 of the Inſtitution of the 
laſt Supper, I bave received of the Lord that 1 Cor. xi. 
which I alſo delivered wnto you; and ing s 
of the Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt, I de- 1 Cor. xv. 
livered unto you that which I alſo received; 
and of his inc in General, The Goſpel 6al.i. rt, 
which was preached of me, was not of Man; 12. 
for I neither received it of Man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. 

o this Account of his Miſhon and Doctrine, 
we muſt add, that both were juſtified and con- 
firmed by many and great les. It is faid 
of Paul and Barnabas when at Iconium, Long 
time therefore abode they, ſpeaking boldly in ag... 
the Lord, which gave Teſtimony to the Word of 
his Grace, and granted Signs and Wonders to 
be done by their Hands; and at Epheſus, God 
wrought ſpecial Miracles by the Hands of Paul; Ads xix. 
fo that from his Body were brought unto the 11, 13. 
Sick, Handkerchiefs or Aprons, aud the Diſ- 
eaſes departed from them and the evil Spirits 
went out of them. In Cyprus, an Act of Ex- 
traordinary Power was cxerciſed on Fl/ymas the 

Sorcerer, 
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Sorcerer, whom Paul, moved by the Holy 

Act xiii. Ghoſt, ſtruck with E/;:44e/s tor endeavouring 
19,1 to turn away the Deputy fro the Faith. At 
Acts xiv. 3. Lyſtra, he commanaed the lame Man to ftand 
upright ou his Feet, and he leaped and walked. 

Ads xvi. At Philippi, where was a Damſel poſſeſſed with 
* a Spirit ot Divination, Paul ſaid to the Spirit, 
I command thee in the Name of ſeſus Chriſt to 

come out f her, and he came oat the ſame Hour. 

In Melita, the Father of the chief Man of the 
Ifland lay lick of a Fever and a Bloody Flux; 

Acts xviti. Tg whom Paul enter'd in, aud laid his Hands 
5 on him aud healed him: And, when this was 
done, others alſo who had Diſeaſes in the Iſland, 

came and were healed. And tor the Succeſs of 

his Miniſtry, thus ſupported and entorced by the 
Teſtimony of Miracles, we may appeal, not 

Acts xii. Only to the particular Converſions mentioned in 
15, the Acts of the Apoſtles as the Effects of them, 


iv. 14. but to the Number of Churches which were 


—*\-33- founded by him; many of them in ſome of 
the moſt populous Cities and Countries. 

One thing more I muſt obſerve, That as the 
reſt of the Apoſtles ha4 the Power of conterring 
the Giſts of the Holy Ghoſt upon others, fo Paul 
had the fame Power: For it is faid of the 
Converts to Chriſtianity whom he found at 
Epheſus, That when he had laid his Hands 

Acts xix. 6. pon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and 
they ſpake with Tongues, aud prophefeed. 


IV. What the things are relating to the Goſ- 
pe! Diſpenſation, which the Apoſtles were to open 
and explain, purſuant to th: Commiſſion and In- 
ſtructiou received from Chrift, and under the 
Guidance and Afiftance of the Holy Ghoſt; 
muſt, in Conjuuctiau with the Goſpels, be learnt 

froim 
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from their Preaching aud Writings, as delive- | 
red to us in their Acts aud Epiſtles. Some of | 
the Doctrines, which they were charged by 
Chrift to deliver to the World, arc recorded 

in the tour Goſpels, as being Part of the In- 

ſtructions they received from himſclt; but as 

it is very certain that a// the Inſtruc- 

tions which he delivered to his Diſciples 

arc not recorded in the Goſpels, ſo is it no leis 

certain, that many of the Things which 

he did deliver to them during the Courſe 

ot his Miniſtry, were delivered in an obſcure 

Manner, and not underſtood by them at the 

Time; particularly, thoſe relating to the Na- 

ture of his Kingdom, his Death, and his Reſur- 

rection. His ordinary Way of tcaching the 

People, was by Parables. All theſe Things Mart, xiii. 

fſpake Feſus to the Multitude in Parables, aud 3+ 

without @ Parable ſpate he not unto them; — 

With many ſuch Parables /pake he the Word Mark ir. 

unto them, as they were alle to hear it; but 3 

without a Parable ſpake he wot unto then. * Lis 
added indeed, that when they were alone, be 
expounded al! Things to his Diſciples; but 

they to little underſtood them, that, as I ob- p. .,, 
ſerved betore, he often upbraids them with their 
Slowneſs of Apprehenſion and Want of Faith; 

and, of thoſe Expoſitions, but ſew arc re- | 
corded. A little before his Death, he tells foln xv; 
them, [ bane yet many Things is ſay unto you, 12,13. 
but ye canuat bear them now; and then he im- 
mediately adds, Howbeit when the Spirit of 

Truth is come, he will guide you uiito all Truth; 

where he evidently leaves the many Tings he 


6 had to ſay, which they could not then bear, to 
: be revealcd to them by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
t was alſo to bring to their Remembrance all 
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that he himſelf had delivered to them. After 
his Reſurrection, he was ſeen of the Apoſtles 
Acts i ; forty Days, ſpeaking of the Things pertaining 
to the Kingdom of God , but what the Things 
were that he delivered to them in thoſe forty 
Days, is no where recorded. Nor indeed could 
the great Work of the Redemption of Mankind, 
which mainly depended upon his dying and 
riſeng again, be ſet torth and explained, till 
after his Reſurrection; when, upon Occaſion 
of their Doubts concerning the Reality of it, 
Luke xxiv. he thawed them out of Meſes and the Prophets 
27:++45- and the Fſulis, that he was to ſuffer and riſe 
again, and opened their Underftandings that 
they might underſtand the Scriptures. IT will 
only add as to St. Paul, that the fame Doc- 
trines which were conveyed to the other A- 
poſtles, firſt by the Teaching of Chrift, and 
then by the Light and Direction of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were fully made known to him by im- 
mediate Revelation. 

The Apoſtles being thus inſtructed in the 
whole Will of Chrift, were properly his Meſ- 
ſengers, to convey and deliver it to the World 
john xx. (As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you — 
oY Go ye unto all the World, and preach the Goſ- 
Mark xvi. pe} to every Creature. — Teaching them to ob- 
Me xvi Serve all Things whatſoever I have commanded 
20, Fon. And from whom arc we to learn the Will 

of Chriſt, but from his own Meſſengers, whom 

he fully inſtructed in it, and intruſted with 

the delivering it to the World? They were 

2 Cor. v. the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt to pray us in his 
3% Stead tobe reconciled to God; and from whom 
therefore, but from them, are we to learn the 

Terms of that Reconciliation, and the Grounds 

ot that great Favour and Mercy 2 

TOC 


See be- 
fore, p. 30. 
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God to Mankind? They were in a particular 
Manner appointed to be Witneſſes ot his Ne- Acts i. 22 
urrection; and from what other Hands, but —. 32. 
theſe that were intruſted with publithing tac * . 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection, can we learn the 
Importance of it, and the Benefits accruing to 
Mankind by it? "Thoſe Ambatiadors and Mct- 

ſcngers were endowed with the Power ot Work- 

ing Miracles; and tor what End ſhoul.: this 

be, but to prove the Divinity of their Com- 
miſſion, and to recommend their Doctrines to 

our Attention and Bclict ? In general, the 
Apoſtles were appointed byChritt to be zheLiglt Mart, v. 
of the World; and how was that Light to be 
conveyed to future Generations, otherwiſe than 

by their Preachings and Writings ? 

Suppoling then that the Writings of the A- 

ſtles, and the Accounts we have ot their 
| reaching, are true and genuine, 1. e. that 
they were really written by the Perſons whoſe 
Names they bear ; no Doubt can remain, but 
that the "Things relating to the Goſpel Diſpen- 
fation (which were to be opened and explained 
by them, purſuant to the Inſtru tions received 
from Chriſt, and under the Direction of the 
Holy Ghoſt) arc to be learnt from their Acts 
and Epittles, in Conjunction with the four 
Goſpels. The Authority of the Goſpels and 
the As of the Apoſtles I have already eſtabliſhed, 
and thall now proceed to ſhow, that the E- 
PISTLES alſo were the genuine Writings of the 
Apoſtles. 

Euſebius reckoning up the Books of the New Euſcb. l. 3. 
Teſtament which were aniverſally received, af- © 25: 
ter Mention made of the four Goſpels and the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, adds, © Next to theſe we 
are to reckon the _— of Paul; * cvery one 
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of which (except that to the Hebrews) expreſ- 
ly bears his Name; and they are frequently ci- 
ted and referred to by the moſt carly Writers 
of the Church, as has been abundantly ſhewn 
by many lcarned Men, and may catily be ſeen 
by looking into the Writings of Clement, Igna- 
tius an Polycarp in the firſt Century, and after 
them into thoſe of Irenens and Tertullian in 
the ſecond. The ſame Thing is there ailirmed 
by Euſebius, ot the firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter, 
and the firſt ot St. f]; namely, that they 
had bcen received univerſally. And as to the 
Douhts that have been raiſed concerning other 
Epiſtles; it muſt be premiſed in general, that 
no Advantage can accruc from thence to the 
Adverfarics of the Chriſtian Religion, till they 
oint out the particular Doctrines relating to 
Faith or Manners, which are contained in 
thoſc, that are not alfo contained either ex- 
preily, or by fair and clear Deduction, in the 
other Books of the New Teſtament, which the 
Church of Chriſt has univerſally reccived. Much 
lets can they reap any Advantage from thoſe 
Doubts, it i: ſhall be made appear that in every 

Inſtance they are ill Graded | 
As to the Epiſtle to the HR RR x ws ; the main 
Doubt concerning it has ariſen from its not 
eing expretly under the Name ot St. Paul, as 
all bis other Epiſtles are; but this receives a 
very plain and natural Solution. St. Paul was 
properly the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, as appears 
from many Patlages both in the Book of Ads, 
and in his own Epiſtles. The Direction he re- 
ceived from Chriſt was this, Make haſte, and 
gef thee quickly out of Feruſalem, for they will 
not receive thy Teftimony concerning me; and, 
Depart, for I will ſend thee far hence to the 
| Gentiles. 
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Gentiles. In his Epiſtles he ſpeaks of himſelf Rom. xi. 
as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, as the Mini ſter 13. 
of Feſus Chrift to the Geatiles, and as the Pri- * 
ſoner of Feſus Chriſt tor the Gentiles; as he, to Ebel - 
whom it pleaſed God to reveal his Son, that he s, 
might preach him among the Heathen ; he, to 
whom this Grace or Commithon was given, that , Tim. i. 
he ji-ould preach among the Gentiles ; he, who 11. 
was appointed a Teachcr of th: Gentiles ; he, om _ 
whom the Lord frengthened, that by him the © 
Preaching might be fully known, and that all 
the zentiles might hear. All which are briefly 
comprehended in the Declaration he made to Gil. ii. 7. 
the G2/.:7:1ans ; The Goſpel of the Uncircumci- 
non was a itted unto me, as the Goſpel of 
the Circumcifion was unto Peter; for be that 
wrought ef +n1ly in Peter to the Apoftleſhip 
of the Circumciſion, the ſame was mighty in me 
towards the Gentiles, Iis true, the Apoſto- 
lical Commithon was general, Lo preach the 
Goſpel,” and there are many Inftances of St. 
Paul's endeavouring to convert thoſe of the 
Fewiſh Nation, and of his going into their Sy- Ads xiii, f. 
nagogues, and reaſoning with them. This he —* 16. 
did at Salamis, at Iconium, at Theſſalonica, at i 


Berea, at Corinth, and at Epheſus. At Theſ= xvii. 10. 


alonica, particularly, it is faid that Paul, as his — if. 4 


Manner was, went in unto them, and three . 
Sabbath Days reaſoned with them out of the 
Scriptures At Epheſus, he went into the Sy- _xix. 8. 
nagogue, and ſpake boldly for the Space of three 
Months, diſputing and perſuading the Things 
concerning the Kingdom of God. And he tells —xx. 21. 
the Elders of that Church, That he had teftificd 
both to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, Re- 
pentance towards God, and Faith towards our _ 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. And at Antioch, www — 
t 


= 2 
the Fews contradicted and blaſpheme 


d, he 
tells them, It was neceflary that the Word of 
God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to them; but 
ſeeing they put it from them, and judged them- 
ſelves unworthy of everlaſting Life, be turned 


to the Gentiles. And to how a Height 
the Prejudices of the Jews againſt him had riſen 
by degrees, we may gather from the furious 
Aſſault that was made upon him at Feruſalen, 
and their crying out, Men of Iſrael, help; this 
is the Man, that teacheth all Men every where 
againſt the People aud the Law, and this Place; 
| while his Affection to the whole Jewiſh Na- 
Rom. ix. 3. tion, and his Concern for them was ſuch, as to 
make him even wiſh that himſelf were accurſed 
from Chriſt, for his Brethren, his Kinſmen ac- 
cording to the Fleſh. 

It appears from the foregoing Accounts, 
how natural it was for St. Paul to write as 
well as preach to the Jews; and how natural 
alſo, in writing to them, to avoid the Aut ba- 
ritative Style that he uſed when he wrote to 
thoſe Churches which had been converted by 
him, or which were more peculiarly within his 
Commiſſion, and to chuſe to write to them on- 

ly as his Bret hren and Kinſmen, that is, in his 

Cor. xi. On Language, as he and they were equally He- 
8 brews, and Hraelites, and the Seed of Abraham. 
Bur, notwithſtanding the Omiſſion of his 

Name, and of his Apottolical Character, there 

are many cogent Arguments to ſatisfy us, that 

St. Paul was the Author of this Epiſtle, againſt 

the contrary Suſpicions of ſome learned Men. 

'The general Scope of it is to prove, that the 

Rites preſcribed by the Ceremonial Law, were 

only 7 ypes and Figures of Chriſt, and that He 

being now come, they were of no further Os 

at 
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but were to ccaſe and give Way to a Di 
fation of a much higher and more excellent Na- 
ture. And what was the Accufation brought 
againſt St. Paal by the Jews? Why, That he Acts xxi. 
taught all the Jews which were among the G --- 25 
tiles, to forſake Moles, /« Jeying that they ought 
not to circumciſe air laren, neither to 
walk after the Cuſtoms ; and, That he taught 
all every where againſt the People and 
the tow. and the Temple. —— Writer 
of this Epiſtle uſes the Style of our Brother Heb. xii. 
Timothy , and this is the Style which we find 23. 
frequently uſed by St. Paul in his other Epiſtles. 
Paul an Apoſtle of Feſus Chrift, and Th imot hy © 22 off ©. 
our Brother, is the Introduction to three of (© 
them; and writing to the Theſſalonians, he ſays, Philern. i. 
I have ſent Timotheus our Brother; nor do Theſſ. ii, 
we find this St lc uſed by any other of the A* 
s. — ſame is obſervable of another 
reſſion towards the Concluſion of this Epiſtle, yes. vii. 
Pray for us; being what we alſo find in his 18. 
Epi es both to the Coloſſans and Theſſalonians; Cal. iv. 3. 
with others of the ſame Import in thoſe to the > Tefl. i. 
Romans and Epheſians, where he beſceches them 41 
to ffrive together in their Prayers to God for Rom. xv. 
him, and to pray always with all Prayer and 8. 


I any © ebe 


upplication for him; nor is this uſed b 

other Apottle. PERL This Epiſtle, ren. 4 the web. xi. 
Concluſion, has a ſolemn hs to the God of 20. 
Peace, tor a Bleſſing upon the Chriſtians to 

whom he 1s writing ; and we find the like, to- 

wards the Concluſion of his Epiſtle to the Ro- 

mans, The God of Peace be with you all; and, Nom. xv. 
tothe Corinthians, The God of Love and Peace n 20, 
ſhall be with you ; to the Philippians, The God a Cor. xiii 
of 8 be with yon, and to the Theſſalo- 8 
nians, The very God of Peace ſunctiſy you whol= , Theeſi d. 


ly 23. 


2 The ſſ. iii. 
16. 


Heb. xui. 
18. 


A + 
1. 


16. 


Rom. ix. 1. 
2 Cor. i. 


12. 


2 Tim. i.3. 
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ly, and, The Lord of Peace himſelf give you 
Peace always; and the like Exprethon 1s not 
only thus frequent in St. Paul's Epiſtles, but 
is not to be met with in any other. — The fame 
is to be ſaid of the Term Mediator ; for tho? 
the Thing be ſpoken of in other Parts of 
the New Teſtament, the Term is not found 
any where, but in the Writings of St. Paul. 
In this Epiſtle, he ſpeaks of his Impriſonment, 
under the Name of Bonds; and he mentions 
the ſame at leaſt ten times in his other Epiſtles, 
and all of them written from Italy, as this to the 
Hebrews was; ncither do we find that Expreſſion 
us'd by any other Apoſtle. In this Epiſtle, he 


pleads the Integrity of his Heart and Conſcience, 


Ne truſt we have a good Conſcience, iu all things 
willing to live honeſtly ; and the ſame Plca is 
often made by him on other Occaſions: Thus 
his Declaration before the Council was, Men 
and Brethren, I have lived in all good Con- 
ſcience go God until this Day ; and hetore 
Felix, Herein do I exerciſe my ſelf, to have al- 
ways 4 Conſcience void of Offence towards God 
and towards Men ; and in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, I ſuy the Truth in Chrift, I lie not, 
my Conſcience alſo bearing me Witneſs ; to the 
Corinthians, ſpeaking of himfelf, Our Rejoy- 
cing is this, —— Tei mony of our Conſcience; 
and to Timothy, Whom I ſerve with pure Con- 
ſcience.— This Epiſtle concludes with a Saluta- 
tion to and from the Brethren ; which is found 


at the End of almoſt every Epiſtle of St. Paul; 


and the Chriftians are here called Saints, which 
is a Style very frequently uſed by that Apoſtle, 
and almoſt peculiar to him. 


To 
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To this Epiſtle St. Peter well be under- 2 Pet. iii. 
ſtood to 17 written by St. Paul, where 15, 16. - 
he is exhorting the Jewiſh Chriſtians under Per- 
ſecution, to wait with Patience for the Day of the 
Lord, and to take care to be found of him 
without Spot and blameleſs, that it might be Sal- 
vation to them; and this, in anſwer to the Scot- 
fers of thoſe Days, who upbraided them with 
Expeftation of it, as vain 8 
way of Deriſion, ask'd, e is the 


the 


and, by 
Promiſe of his Coming ? And then St. Peter adds, 


Even as our beloved 
to the Wiſdom giuen 
you ; which moſt 


ther Paul alſo, accordi 
unto him, hath written — 
y relates to this Epiſtle, 


rn wrote to the Jewiſh Chriſ- 
flans, 


as containing in it ſeveral Exhorta- 
tions to the ſame Purpoſe with that which St. 
Peter is there giving. For, not to inſiſt u 
his Exhortation to the Hebrews, to be Followers of Heb. vi. 
them tubo through Faith and Patience inherited tbe s- 
Promiſes, enforced by the Example of Abraham, 
who after be had patiently endured, obtain'd the 
iſe; nor u that other Exhortation, Let Heb. x. 
us bold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without 23. 
wavering, for be is faithful that promiſed ; not, 
I fay, to reſt upon theſe, ic will be hard to find 
in the whole New Teſtament any Paſſage to 
which St. Peter might ſo probably refer, as 
this which follows: Caſt not away your Confi- Heb. x. 


| dence, which hath great Recompence of Re- 34, 35,36. 


ward: For ye have need of Patience, that after ye 
bave done the Will of God, ye might receive the 
Promiſe : For yet a little while, and be that ſhall 
come will come, and will not tarry: Now, the 
Fuſt ſhall live by Faith; but if any Man draw 
back, my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him : But 
we are not of them who draw back unto Perdition, 

F but 


Hebr. ii. 


Gal. i. 


18, 19. 


_ Gal.ii, 
t,9, IT. 
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but of them that believe to the Saving of the Soul. 
As to the Paf in St. PauP's Ep iſtle to the 
Romans, which ſpeaks of the Goodneſs and and Fr: 


bearance and Long-fuffering of God, as leading 
to Repentance ; St. Peter cannot be ſuppoſed to 


refer to it, for two plain Reaſons. In that 
Paſſage, St. Paul Addreſſes himſelf to the Un- 
„ — x 
the Believing Jews, and to them only. St. Paul 
is a Reproof for abuſing the 

Long-ſu of God to a in fin- 
ning, to the Effect it ought to have 
upon wicked Men; but St. Peter's is an Exhor- 
tation to ſincere Chriſtians to wait with Pa- 
tience, in an Aſſurance that it will bring Salva- 
tion in the End. 

Under the preſent Head of Internal Teſti- 
mony, Notice muſt be taken of a 
this Epiſtle, which may ſeem at firſt ſight 
imply, that St. Paul was not the Writer of & 
S oe of the Setvadien of Shins & 
the Goſp 


I, he fays, Which at the firſt 
8 the Lord, and was confirm 
USb them that heard him; whereas St. Peut had 
the Goſpel reveaPd to him immediately from 
Heaven. But to this there are two plain An- 
ſwers: One, That St. Paul, between his Con- 
verſion and the Time when this Epiſtle was 
written, had ſeen and convers'd with ſeveral of 
the Apoſtles. After three Years, ſays he, I 
went up to Feruſalem to ſee Peter, and Aud with 
him fifteen Days; and he tells us, that at the 
fame time he ſaw James, the Brother of our Lord. 
— Then, fourteen Years after I went up to Jernſa- 
lem, — and communicated to them hat Goſpel which 
I preach'd among the Gentiles; and there he ſaw 
Peter, Fames, and John, and after that he faw 
Peter 


1 


rough. 


$S2ANPSEESAES Þ> Hg'2 > =. 


ternal, and thoſe both numerous and 
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ed the Goſpel to them. The other Anſwer is, 
that it is not uncommon with St. Paul to include 
himſelf in the Number of thoſe to whom he 
writes, tho* not concern'd equally with them, 
or not at all : I — 
tempt Chriſt. — We ourſelves ( Ing B. 
of the Gentile State) were ſometimes fooliſh, dj. . f 3. 


Beſides the Internal Proofs that St. Paul was 
the Writer of this Epiſtle, there are Proofs Ex- 


Not to mention in this Place the Citations of 
the moſ# early Fathers out of this Epiſtle, as 


being only Proofs of the Authority, and not of 
the Author, and made by Writers who rarely 


mention the Name of the Apoſtle whoſe Words 


they cite: In the ſecond Century, Clemens Alexan- Clem 
drinus mentions it under the Name of Sr. Paul, = 
where ſpeaking of the Greek Philoſophy, as}. 6. $5. 
ſtyPd by that Apoſtle, Elements or Introductions Col. ii. 8. 
to the Truth, expreſly mentioning him by 

Name, he adds, 
brews, be ſaith, Ye have need that one teach 


And therefore writing to the He- 


Heb. v 


again, which be the Elements (or firſt Principles) 12. 
of tbe Oracles of God. _ elſewhere, — 
2 Cit 


Re [4] 
Clem. cited a Paſſage of St. Paul's Epiſtle to Titus 
Alex. concerning the Behaviour of the elder Women 
1790... in Quietneſs and Sobriety, that the Word of God 
'+ 2% be not blaſphemed, he immediately adds, But 
Heb. xii. rather, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, follow Peace with 
13.14. 15. all Men, &c. repeating four Verſes of the E- 
Os. + piſtle to the Hebrews. So alſo Origen, in the 
Calf 1. . third Century, having quoted theſe Words out 
p. 143. of St. Paul's _— to the Corinthians, I have 
1 Cor. iti. fed you with Milk, and not with Meat, adds this; 
Hieb , The fame Perſon ſaith, Je are become fuch as have 
12,13, 14. need of Milk, and not of ftrong Meat, and then he 
goes on to repeat two other| entire Verſes out 
Heb. x. of this Epiſtle to the Hebreun. And elſewhere, 
32, 35- , having cited Paſſages out of the other Epiſtles 
— Phi- of St. Paul, he adds parallel Paſſages out of 
10. 1. the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, with this or the 
adv. Celſ. like Connection, The ſame Apoſtle ſaith. In his 
I. 7. P. Homilies upon this Epiſtle he accounts for the 
35 One Difference between it and St. Paul's other E- 
Places. piſtles in point of Style, by ſuppoſing that the 
Euſebo Matter was his, but that it was compos'd and 
|. 6. c. 25. methodiz'd by ſome other Hand. And there- 
fore he commends thoſe Churches which receiv d 
it as St. Paul's, becauſe, as he adds, tbe An- 
rients did not aſcribe it to bim raſhly. And that 
which follows, of ſome of the Antients aſcrib- 
ing it to St. Clement, and ſome to St. Luke, evi- 
dently refers to the ſupposꝰd Penman, and not 
to the Auther ; to the Language only, and not 

at all to the Matter. 
In the next Century, the Council of Laodicen 
enumerating the known and received Books of 
Concil. the New Teſtament, place in their Courſe 
Laod. The feurteen Epiſtles of St. Paul; to the Romans 
Can. 60 one, to the Corinthians /wo, &c. and to the He- 
brews one: To which J will add the Teſtimonies 


of 


[ 45 ] 
of two Writers, one of the Greek and the other 
of the Latin Church, I mean Euſebius and Je- 
rome; who had made more nice and ſtrict En- 
uiries than any other about the Books of the 
and New Teſtament, and the Writers of | 
them. Euſebius, ſpeaking of the received Books Euſeb. 
of the New Teſtament, deliver'd his own Judg- | 3: c. 3. 
ment, That the fourteen Epiſtles of St. Paul [which L 6. 
includes that to the Hebrews] are known and clear. 
Afterwards, ſpeaking of Clemen!'s Epiſtle to the — l. 3. 
Corinthians, in which, ſays he, are inſerted ſeveral © 38. 
Paſſages out of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and 
ſometimes in the very Words, he adds, From 
whence it is moſt evident, that this cannot be a no- 
dern Writing [St. Clement having been a Diſciple 
and Companion of St. Paul,] and then he goes 
on, Wherefore it ſeems with good Reaſon to be 
added to his other Epiſtles. For St. Paul having 
written to the Hebrews in their own Language, the 
Tranſlation of it [ into the Greek Tongue] is aſcrib*d 
ſome to St. Luke, and by others to Clement. 
hich Teſtimonies warrant what we find in 
Theodoret, in the Preface to his Commentary Theodo- 
upon this Epiſtle, Euſebius confe/sd, that this ret. Pret. 
was the Epiſtle of the moſt divine Paul, and af- 
firm'd, that all the Ancients were of that Opi- Phot. Bibl. 
nion; And Photius a Collector in the ninth Cod. 232 
Century, at the ſame time that he cites an ob- 
ſcure Writer who had ſaid that Hippolytus and Ire-Gobarus 
næus did not believe this Epiſtle to be St. Panl's, 
immediately adds, But Clement, and Euſebius, 


icen and the main Bedy of the divine Fathers, reckon 

of this among his other Epiſtles. And the ſame ps. 
urſe Photius mentions that Opinion of Hippolytus, as Bibl. e. 
vans one, among others, of his crude and indigeſted 121. 
He- Aſſertions. 

nies Tis true, Euſebius takes Notice, that /ome did pq, 


of not!. 3. e. 3. 


1.6. 
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not receive the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, becauſe 
ſaid it was not receiv'd the Roman 
Church; which he particularly affirms of Caius, 
and adds, in a more qualified Senſe, That ſome 
c. 20. of the Romans did not ſuppoſe it to be his. But 
Proclus. it muſt be remember d, that Caius advanc'd this 
Opinion in a Diſpute with one, who affirm'd 
Lipſi. that Chriſtians falling from the Faith, ought not 
Tertull. to be admi ny — and who, without 
de Pudic. doubt, alledged againſt Caius that 4 in 
ce. 20. the Epiſtle to the Hebrews: It is impoſſible for 
Heb. vi. thoſe who were once enlighten'd, and have taſted of 
+5 the heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Ward of God, 
and the Power of the World to come; if they ſhall 
fall away, 10 renew them again to Repentance. 
And as this became a common Controverſy in 
the Latin Church, which maintain'd the Opi- 
nion of Caius for reſtoring lapſed Chriſtians, againſt 
the Montaniſts firſt, and then againſt the No- 
vatians; it was natural, in the Heat of Diſpute, 
to endeavour to weaken the Force of that Text, 
by raiſing a Doubt whether St. Paul, whoſe Name 
was not ſet to this Epiſtle as it is to the reſt, 
was the Author of it. But, that the Doubts 
concerning the Authority of it were not the ſame 
in the Latin Church from the inning, may 
be fairly preſum'd from this Epiſtle's being in- 
ſerted among the others, in the ancient Latin 
Verſion of the New Teſtament, which was 

made for the Uſe of that Church. 

St. Jerome, who occaſionally takes Notice, 
that tho” it was receiv'd as St. Paul's by ſome 
of the Latin Church, yet many doubted of it; 

expreſly condemns them for ir, and confronts 
egg, that Doubt with the Authority of tbe Greek 
An. — ad Church and all the Eaftetn Churches, who una- 


Evagr. zimcisſi, 


191 

nimouſly receiv d it; and who, undoubtedly, had 
2 better ity than the Latin Church, to 
enquire into the Authority of it. Which 

termination, as of a Point in Queſtion before him, 
makes it plain, that hismentioning 
of Doubt in ſome other Places where he only 
quotes it occaſionally, was not the Reſult of his 


Opinion of the Latin Church. And as He ex- 
the 


preſly declar'd his own Satisfaction, upon 


Authority of the Ancients, * That it was rightly 


aſcrib'd to St. Paul, ſo has the whole Latin 


it with Tokens 


own Judgment, but a Deference he paid to the 


Church ſhewn themſelves to be convinced of 


their Error, by having for ſo many Ages re- 


ceivꝰd and inſerted it among his other Epiſtles. Mill. 


That which gave the main Ground of Diſ- 
pute ing the Writer of this Epiſtle, was 
the want of St. Paul's Name at the Beginning, 
which has been already accounted for ; and this 
led the Critical Enquirers into Words and Phraſes, 
to inſiſt upon the from the Stile and 
Manner of writing in this Epiſtle, as different 
from that of St. Paul in his other Epiſtles. The 
Manner of Writing, ſay they, is more lofty, and 
the Stile rais*d to a greater Height, than in his 
other Epiſtles. But if it be, the Subject alſo is 


Proleg 


p. 26. 


more lofty and exalted. The Dignity of Chriſt 


above the Angels, The Glory of Chriſt at the 
Right-hand of God, The heavenly Taber- 
nacle, The everlaſting Prieſthood, < Chriſt's 
mediating and interceding for us in the Preſence 
of God; And, in general, all thoſe high and 
heavenly Things,of which the legal Performances 


under the Moſaical Law were only Types and 
Figures; together with the Wonders wrought by 


the Patriarchs, Martyrs, and other famous Men, 
in vertue of their Faith. As therefore the Dif- 


ference 
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ference in Stile is of little Force in any Caſe, 
ſince it is very common for the ſame Writer to 
vary his Stile, according to the Subject, the 
Occaſion, the Degrees of Earneſtneſs, Sc. fo 
here it is of no Force at all, when ſet u 
See be- in Oppoſition to the Teſtimony of the belt 
fore, p. 43. and moſt approved Writers the An- 
cients; and when it is further conſider d, that 
the Attempts to aſcribe the Epiſtle to others 
( Luke, Clement, Apollos) are founded only 
n ſome remote Conjectures, and not coun- 
tenanc'd by ancient Teſtimonies ; otherwiſe than 
as they are conſider'd under the Character of 
Writers and Reporters of St. Paul's Doctrine. 
To which I muſt add, that thoſe early Diffe- 
rences in Opinion were not ſo much about the 
Auibority of the Book, as about the Author; 
a , they who had their Doubts whether St. Paul 
@ was the Writer, readily acknowledging that the 
Epittle came from a Perfon divinely inſpired. 
This was the Caſe with all thoſe of old, who 
belicved it to be written in Hebrew by St. Paul, 
and tranſlated into Greek by ſome one of the 
Apoſtolical Perſons juſt now mention'd (which, 
whether true or not, was a prevailing Opinion a- 
mong the Ancients ;) andalſo with thoſe others, 
who ſuppoſed it to be drawn up by ſome Apo- 
ſtolical Perſon, agreeably to the Senje and Mean- 
ing of St. Paul. And the ſame has been the Cafe 
with more modern Writers ; as appears by the 
Declarations of two Divines (both of them re- 
markable tor a Latitude of T hought in religious 
Matters) even while they are giving their Rea- 
ſons, why they do not think it to have been writ- 
Limbovrg. ten by St. Paul. 1t does not ſeem, ſays one, 10 
os nn have — written by St. Paul, but neither can it be 
OY clearly deny'd fe be vis. For 'tis probable, it was 
Her. | <riliten 


1491 


„ St. Paul's with 
his Privity, ceably to bis Doctrine: to 
which he _— Tacknon | he divine Av 4 
thority of this Epiſtle.” ys another, __ 
reads it with Attention, will ſee every — 1 
where the Apoſtolical Doctrine concerning the 
Controverſies between the Chriſtians and Jews or 
Judaiſing Chriſtians of thoſe Days; from whence 
| he infers, That it muſt be written before the 
Deſtruction of the Temple, becauſe after that, 
and the Extinction of the Levitical Worſhip, and 
| the Deſtruttion of a great Part of the Fewiſh Na- 
tion, there could ſcarce be any Occaſion for en- 


tring into thoſe Controverſies ; nor is there in it 
the leaſt Footſtep of any Opinions, Diſputes, or 
Matters, later than the Apoſtolick Age.” And 
, — the Matter, nor the 2 of 
explaining, nor the Langu brea tht 
| but what is Apoſtolical, SI divine * 
f in which, I and all others who have written con- 
) cerning this Epiſtle, do agree; however we may 
differ about the Author.” 
: Beſides this Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, there 
were ſomeothers that the whole Chriſtian 
Church did not receive ſo ſoon as thoſe already Pag. 35. 
mentioned concerning which there was never 
any Doubt. Theſe are, the Epiſtle of St. Fames, 
the Second Epiſtle of St. Peter, the ſecond and 
third of St. Fobn, and that of St. Jude. Con- 
ing theſe, ir ſhall be particularly ſhown, 
that each of them was received early; and 
there is this plain Reaſon, why they were not 
received by all Chriftians / early as the reſt, 
That they were written either to particular Per- 
ſons, as the ſecond and third of St. Jobn, or to 
the Jewiſh Converts diſperſed in ſeveral Coun- 
tries, as the ſecond of 8 Peter and St. James, 
Mm or 
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this Satisfaction might be had 


fi 

much more ily, when it was known to what 
particular Churches this or that Epiſtle was di- 
both eſſenger and they who received it 
from his hands might be ſpoke with ; than it 
could 

Chri 
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them. 

alleged, why the hole Cioatian Church, Eaſt- 

ern and Weſtern, ſhould for ſo many 
put theſe Epiſtles upon the ſame foot of Autho- 
rity with the others which had been univerſally 
received, but that all ground of doubting was 
by removed, and every Church had 
| ived full Satisfaction that were written 
by the inſpired Perſons whoſe Names they bore, 
or to whom they were aſcribed. We find chis 
to be the Caſe in the fourth , when 
theſe were received in the Greek Church as of 
2 divinc 
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Council of Laodicea; 
was ſolemnly de- 
Latin Church in 


their Authority, they had been 
authentick by many 
Writers. So Euſebius ſays of Euſeb. |. 
«© That however they were reckoned 3* © 25: 
Books, they were acknow- 


each other, that one 
meant the No- neceſſity of obſerving the Cere- 
monial Law, and the other the Neceſſity of 

G 2 obſerving 
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obſerving the Moral Law; the one, That 

Works of what kind ſoever, without Faith, are 
ineffectual to Salvation, and the other, That 
Faith «without Works cannot ſave; no Scruple 

was made of putting it upon the fame Foot 

with the other Epiſtles ; in point of Authority. 

Euſeb. l. Euſebius fays, that not many of the Ancients 
2. © ?3: mention'd it; and their Silence is already ac- 
2 counted for: but Ferom tells us, that it obtain'd 
Mil Authority by Degrees, and we find it currently 
Proleg p. cited, like other Scriptures, by the Fathers of 
34+ x, the fourth Century, and particularly by Ferom 
Jon's himſelf, as written by James the Apoſtle, and the 
Contra Brother of our Lord: So that in the Words of a 
Jovin. learned Commentator, © They that doubted of it 
c. 24. before, did in the feurth Century embrace the O- 
pinion of thoſe that received it; and from thence 

no Church nor Ecclefiaſtical Writer ever doubted 

355 3 but on the contrary, all the Catalogues of the 

ks of Scripture, whether publiſh'd by General 

or Provincial Councils, &c. number it among the 

Canonical Scriptures.” 

Euſeb. J. The Secoxy Epiſtle of St. PETER has been 
3- ©. 25- already obſerved to be one of thoſe which Eu- 
LES ſebius mentions as queſtion'd, but which alſo 
c.2:, were aknowledg*'d by many as genuine. And 
this ſhows, that when it is ſaid by him that the 
ancient Fathers acknowledged but one Epiſtle 

of St. Peter, i. e. the Firſt, it muſt be meant, 
Univerſally and without Exception; with reference 

to the Second, which was not ſo acknowledg'd. 

Jerome in St. Ferom grounds this doubt concerning the 
the Word ſecond Epiſtle, upon the difference from the 
Tetra firſt in point of Style. But this is true, in ſtrict. 
neſs, of the ſecond Chapter only, which is as dif- 

ferent in Style from the firſt and third Chap- 
ters, as it is from the firſt Epiſtle ; being, as "= 
0 
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the Matter of it, manifeſtly taken from ſome 
Fewiſh Book, which gave an Account of the 
Scoffers before the Flood who derided Noab's 
Prediction of it, and applied by St. Peter to 
the falſe Teachers who CO omg 
Chriſtians, and derided their Expettation of De- j 
liverance from the Perſecutions they were un- ] 


der, what our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles had told them concerning the Judg- 
ments that were to come upon the Jeuiſb Perſe- 
cutors. As to the Style of that ſecond Chapter, 

it is thro t lofty and pompous ;, and in that D 
reſpect different from the Style of the other two. | 
But is this a ion fit to be oppos'd to the 1 
many Teſtimonies of its being St. Peter's, viz. 
Its bearing the Name of Simon Peter, by which 
he is ſo frequently ſpoken of in the Goſpels.” 
The Expreſs mention it makes of a former , pet. iii. 
Epiſtle he had written to them, and the viſible 1. 
Connection between the two Epiltles (the Second 
being written to arm the Chriſtians againſt 
the Uneaſineſs they were under, upon the 
Delay of that Deliverance which the fr/# had 
promis'd:) The Mention he makes of his ap- 
hing Diſſolution, Knowing that ſhortly I muſt 2 Pet. i. 
gut off this my Tabernacle, even as our Lord Feſus 14. 
Chriſt hath ſbewed me; which probably relates 

to what our Saviour intimated to St. Peter of the 

time of his giving Teſtimony to the Goſpel by 

his Death, that it ſhould be before the Deſtruc- John xxi. 
tion of Feruſalem ; and the expreſs mention of **: 
what he heard and ſaw at the Transfiguration , pet i. 
on the Mount, where none of the Diſciples 16,17, 18. 
were with Chriſt, except Peter, James and Mat. xvii. 
Fobn. To all which it muſt be added, That 

there is a fair Preſumption of its being writ- 

ten by an Apoſtolical Perſon, from his —_ 
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2 Pet. iii. the Style of our beloved Brother Paul ; and we 
2,15- don't find it was ever aſcrib'd to any other of 
that Character. So far from this, that St. Ferom, 
Jerom. in where he takes Notice 1 of 
the Word as the Foundation of the OG IS, 
— — the Difficulty, not by — * this pi 
tle to be St. Peter's, which could not be deny 
for the Reaſons abovemention'd, but by on. 
poſing, that in the two Epiſtles were two 
different hands who — his Sentiments in 
Greek. Whether this was ſo, or not; it ſhows 
that in St. Ferom's Opinion, the Arguments for 
its being St. Peter's could not be got over ; and 
in this Opinion, the Writers of that and the 
Mill. Pro- following 
leg. p. 25. Church, concur with t unanimi 
The Objection, and the only Objection, againſt 
Jerom. receiving the Epiſtle of St. Yoo at firſt, was 
Catal. his citing the P of Enoch; but it is re- 
= ally ha to find where the Force of the 
ic. ment lies, That becauſe an A cites out of 
another Book (tho* we ſuppoſe it Apocryphal) 
a Paſſage very good in itſelf and very appoſite 


to his Purpoſe, therefore he could not be the 


A_ of the Writing into which the Citation 
z tho' ſuch Writing bears his Name, 
Tertull. md nomad to be His A ancient Authority, 
-N this Caſe it * joint Teſtimonies of 
Clem. A. Tertullian, Clement * and Origen, 
lex. Pz- who expreſsly cite it as St. Jude s; wherein alſo 
dag. I. 3. there is a great Unanimity among the Writers 
ce. 3. of the ſucceeding Ages, both Greek and Latin. 
— 20 The Szcond and Trirp Epiſtles of St. 
Marth. Jonx, are fo far from being liable to the Ob- 
Tom. 11. jection of a Difference in Style from the fir, 


ur Which was univerſally received as his; that the 
Proleg. p manner 
= | | 


_ e 
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met with in the Writers of the Church, either 
Ancient or Modern. But it fo falls our, that 
Treneus in the ſecond Centy cites three Verſes | John 
word for word, out of the Epiſtle, un- g 11. Ts 
der the Name of Fohn the Diſciple of our Lord; Irenæus 
and, that no Doubt may remain whether he might]. 1 c. 13. 
not mean Jobs the Preſbyter, whom we y. 2 
mention d in Euſebius as one of Chriſt's Diſci- 7g. 


cites two other Paſſages to 3. c. 39- 
one taken out of the 

other out of the Goſpel 
of St. Jobn, and all the three 
the Writings of one and the ſame Perſon. Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, citing a paſſage out of the firſt Clem. A 
Epiſtle, calls it his larger Epiſtle ; which ſuppoſes lex: Strom. 
one, at leaſt, that was not ſo large. Dionyſius * 
Alexandrinus, contending for an Opinion he 
had entertain'd, that St. Fob was not the Euſeb. l. 
Writer of the Apocalypſe, makes 1t one Argu- 7. Co 2. 
ment 


[$6] 

ment, that the Name is ſet to the A \ 

whereas no Name LS ICS 

Circ. An. Epiſtle, which he ſays were then uſually aſcribed 

=. to him. And Origen, where he tells us that 

6. c. 25. 4 did not receive theſe two Epiſtles, implies 

Mill. that the greateft part h, 2 3 of 

Proleg. p. writing them is ſu with great ili 

18. "= — been, the Re made of the Libe 

rality of the Ele# and of Gaius, by cer- 

tain Perſons whom St. Fobu had recommended 

to the Churches of Aſa for the furtherance of 

the Goſpel ; and chele Acknowledgments of the 

Liiberality of each, muſt come from one and the 

fame hand, namely, that upon whoſe Recom- 
mendation it was beſtowed. 

Altho* the Book of RevzLiaTions is of a 

different Nature from the Epiſtles, as relating 

more to the State of the Chriftian Church in 

future times, than to the Doctrines at firſt de- 

liver'd to it ; yet becauſe it is part of the New 

Teftament, and one of the Books about which 

Doubts have been rais'd, whether or no they were 

written by the Perſons whoſe Names they bear ; 

I will here lay down the many cogent Reaſons 

there are for concluding it to have been written 

by St. Jobn the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, and not 

any other. In the firſt Verſe, it is called 

Rev. i. 1, The Revelation of Feſus Chriſt to bis Servant Fobn, 

and at the ninth Verſe it is ſaid, J Fohn was 


in the Iſle that is called Patmos for the Word of 


God and for the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. Now 

Euſecb. l. Euſebius, ſpeaking of the Perſecution of theChri- 
. 18, ſtians by the Emperor Domitian, mentions St. 
Tertull.de Jobn the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt as then baniſh'd 
Przſcrip. to the Ifle of Patmos. The fame is mention'd 
by Tertullian; and Clemens Alexandrinus ſpeaks 


c. 3 
Euſeb. 1. of his Return from thence to Epheſus after the 


$- . 23- 


9 —_— 
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> nba -o, and there is no Pretence 
other John was baniſh'd to that Iſland. 


23 in his Dialogue with 7 bo che ait. 
I aſeribes it to obn, one the A. Titz. 
Jew. copay Frenens mentions it as the Re. jren. I. 4. 
delation of Fobn the Diſciple of our Lord; and c. 35, 50. 
chat he meant St. Jobn the Apoſtle and Evan- Ibid. 5. 
appears from what he tells us concern- 
mg the time when his Revelation was made to 
him, viz. about the latter End of the Reign of wid. I. 5. 
Domitian, which was the time w 17 30. 
— 1 abt þ and yet more clearly, by Ibid. I. 4. 
1 was the Diſciple who lead upon 
= Boſom at Supper. Tertullian alſo cites it Tertul. 
y under the Name of Jobs the Apoſtle ; contra 
— oy where he { of the Bani t Marc. I. 3. 
of John the Brother of James into that Iſland, © 14 
alſo of the Revelation there made to him, Conimen. 
and cites the Book under his Name. Likewiſe, Matth. 
the Stile given by the Ancients to the Writer of p 417. 
this Book, and affixt to the Title of it, I mean, 
® The Divine, is uſually ſuppos'd to refer to the O 
firſt Verſe of St. John's Goſpel, in which he aſ- 
ſerts the + of Chriſt. 12 a 
In theſe Authorities there are ſeveral Circum-"*** 
ſtances which give a peculiar Force to them in 
the preſent Point. In general, what 
„ is deliver d without the leaft Mark 
Doubt or Hefitation. And as to the 
— Writers, IFeneus was the Diſciple of Po- 
Hearp, and Pol ali: of St. John; and he ren. |. 5. 
rells us, he in this Book ex- 
=_ to him by — who had ſeen John 
to Face. Tuſtin Martyr was —_— 
to the Chriſtian Faith within thirty 


Years of the Apor ©, 
for Year 72 
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he wrote his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew. 
Thoſe ſeveral Fathers who give Teſtimony to 

the Authority of the A pſe as written 
John the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, did not all 
dwell in Alia, but in ſeveral other Parts of the 
World, whoſe Senſe they may be preſumed to 
| ſpeak, as well as their own: Jreneus at Lions 
in Gaul, Clemens and Origen in Egypt, and Ter- 
tullian in Africa. And it is a poor Evaſion of 
the Authority of thoſe ancient Writers, to al- 
ledge that ſome of them had their peculiar No- 
tions about otber Points; as if a Singularity of 
Opinion in this or that Doctrine, could render 
them incompetent Witneſſes to a Matter of 
72 . which they had ſo good Opportunity to 

now. 

Their Authority is further ſtrengthened by this, 
kuſeb. z. that there is no Ground or Colour for the two 
c. 2. Conjectures of the Apocalypſe being written 
Ibid. J. 7. by John the Preſbyter, or by Cerintbus. There 
c. 25. is no Pretence to ſay, that the firſt was baniſh*d 

into the Iſle of Patmos; and, as to the ſecond, 
Rev. i. 5, his Principles That Chriſt was a meer Man, 
3 6 and, That he was not to riſe from the dead 
—xxii. 13. till the general Reſurrection, are directly con- 
trary to the Doctrine of the Apocalypſe; and, 
| 1 his millenary — was not the 
Life of Saints, as the Apocalypſe repreſents it, 

but the Life of Libertines. n 
That there were ſo few Copies taken of this 
Book, in Compariſon of the other Books of 
the New Teſtament, was owing to the ſubject 
Matter of it, which was very obſcure, and related 
not ſo much to the paſt or preſent, as to the future 
State of the Chriſtian Church, in which the ge- 
. in nerality of Chriſtians were not directly concern d. 
Matth. For this Reaſon, it was not join'd at firſt to 
p- 220. | the 
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the Evangelical or Epiſtolary Canon, but was 
conſider d as a Writing by itſelf, and of a dit- 
ferent Nature from the reſt ; neither was it di- 
rected to be read publickly in the Church, be- 
cauſe of its Obſcurity, and the little Relation 
it had to the Goſpel State in thoſe Days. 


And this, together with the * {ime when it was * Not be- 
written, accounts for the Silence of the moſt fore the 


early Fathers concerning it, and for its bein 
omitted in ſome of the Catalogues of the Books of 
Holy Scripture, particularly that of the Council 
of Laodicea; the Deſign of which Council was 
to enumerate ſuch Books as were to be read pub- 
lickly in the Church, as appears by the expreſs 
Words of the Canon upon that Head. 

The difference in Style from St. John's other 
Writings, and the mention of his Name here 
and not in the others, are alſo fairly accounted 


ear 90. 


for by the difference of Subject; this being of 


the Prophetick Kind, and the Prophets uſually 
refixing their Names to the Accounts of the 


God ; as we find in the 
Feremiab, Ezekiel, Daniel, and others. But not- 
withſtanding the difference in Style, we may 
obſerve, in ſeveral Inſtances, a Co- incidence in 
Expreſſion between this and his other Writ- 
ings ; and this generally, in ſuch Expreffions 
as are not to be met with in the whole New 
Teſtament, except in the Goſpel and Epiſtles 


Viſions and Revelations they had received from 
ſtances of Jaiab, Ii. i. 1. 


Jerem. i. i. 
Ezek. i. 3. 
Dan. vii. a. 


of St. Jobn. In the Revelations, it is ſaid of Rev. xix. 
Chriſt, that his Name is call'd, The Word of 13- 


God ; and in the Goſpel of St. Jobn he is ſtyled 


the Word, and in his firſt Epiſtle, the Word Ini 


Joh. i. 1. 


Life. In the Revelations, he is call'd zh Lamb ; Rev. V 6, 
and in the Goſpel of St. Jobn, the Lamb of God. 12 
In the Revelations, the Name of Chriſt is, He Joh. i. 24, 

H 2 SE... 
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Rev. iii. 7. that is true. He that is faithful and true; and in 
7, the Goſpel of St. John, He that is true — full of 
J 14- Truth, and the Truth. In the Revelations, 
1Joh.v.20. Manna is applied to ſpiritual Food; and ſo it 
Rev: II/. is applied in the Goſpel of St. Jobn. In the 
Joh. vi.z2. Revelations, it is ſaid from the Prophet Zecha- 


— — —— — 
- 
CV. 1 


Rev. i. 7. riah, Every Eye ſhall ſee him, and alſo 
Joh. xix. hieb * bin z and in the Geet 27 St. 
N Jobn, They ſhall look on him whom they pierced. 
20. In the Revelations, Chriſt ſaith, F any Man 
Joh. xiv. hear my Voice, and open the Door, I will come 
23. to him, and ſup with him, and be with me: In 
the Goſpel of St. Jobs, F a Man love me be 
will keep my Words, and my Father will love bim, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode 

with bim. | 
Thus ſtands the Authority of this Book, 
upon the Foot of ancient Teſtimonies, But 
when the Doctrine of the Millenary State began 
to be advanced under the Notion of a State in 


which Ce Delights were to be enjoy d in the 


Euſeb. I. 3. teſt 
c. 28. 


11 „ Revelations was alledged, tho* very unjuſtly, 
„ of that carnal Doctrine; the Zea] of 
Min: ſome Writers againſt this Doctrine, which was in- 
Prol. p.19. deed exceeding wicked and c 


orrupt, led them to 
raiſe Scruples about the Authority of the Book 
Rev. xx. itſelf; which, tho? it ſpeaks of Chriſt's reign- 
45" ing a thouſand Years with the Saints, gives not 
the leaſt Ground to ſuppoſe that it will be a 
State of ſenſual Delights. On the contrary, it 


ſuppoſes the Members of that Kingdom to be 
wa 


s and other Holy Men who had preſerved 
from the Corruptions of the World. 
Mill's But after this Controverſy was over, the Scru- 
Prol. p. 19 ples vaniſhed, and the Chriſtian Church receiv*d 


it among the other inſpir'd Writings, upon 


„ and the Authority of the 
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the Faith, but were zealous for the 


: 


of the Logos) finding it impoſſible to reconcile 
their Doctrine to the Goſpel of St. Joba, and 
yet not venturing to except againſt the Autho- 
rity of an Apoſtle, had no way left, but to 


Church, as I have already obſerved, 
— profit by fas Page 


Epiſtle to the Hebrews in favour 
tian Doctrine againſt the receiving of lapſed 
Penitents, ſhew'd too great an Inclination for 
ſome time, to cheriſh Doubts concerning the 
Author of that Epiſtle. And in later Days, it is 
well known, that the Antinomians, others 


who 


Po 7D 


deny chat he was the Writer. The Ladin rag 46. 


„ 
vho have carried the Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith alone to too great a height, have alſo 
endeavoured to invalidate the Epiſtle of St. 
James, which makes Works alſo a neceſſary Con- 
dition of our being juſtified in the Sight of God. 
But however ſerviceable it may have been 
thought to the Advocates for this or that pe- 
culiar Tenet, to raiſe Doubts about the Au- 
thority of this or that Epiſtle, as particular] 
relating to the Diſpute then in Hand; yet tho 
Doubts can be of no Service to the Cauſe of In- 
fidelity, as long as the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the general Doctrines of it, are 
ſupported by others, whoſe Writings have been 
wnrverſally received both as genuine, and as of 
b. 5g. divme Authority. eee 
; It appears what ha id upon this 
Head, —d A Books of the New Teſta. 
ment were written by the Perſons whoſe Names 
— bear, or to whom they have been aſcrib'd, 
nd that thoſe Writings are divinely inſpired; 
That the greateſt Part of thoſe Books have 
been unanimouſly received by all Chriſtian 
Churches from the beginning; That the Rea- 
fon why ſome were not received ſo ſoon as 
others, was, the Neceſſity of particular Churches 
having Satisfaction as to their being written by 
ſome Apoſtle, or inſpired Perſon, and the Diffi- 
culty of obtaining ſuch Satisfaction in ſome Caſes 
more than in others, by reafon of diſtance of 
Place, or other Circumſtances: <« That the 
Doubts which have ariſen concerning ſome par- 
ticular Books, have generally been the Doubts, 
not of Churches, but — Perſons, _ have been 
grounded either upon the want of expreſs men- 
tion of the Writer's Name, or Fs a having 
been two Perſons of the ſame Name; = 
| | will 
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which Uncertainties are adjuſted, and the 
Doubts ariſing from them fully cleared, by 
Teſtimonies ancient and unconteſted ; That 
the Differences of Style are either imaginary, 4 
or ſuch as the Differences in the Subjects and 
Occaſions fairly account for; and are by no 

means of Weight enough to be op to 
the poſitive Teſtimony of ancient and authen 

tick Writers; That thoſe, and the like Ar- 
guments, weak and inconcluſive in their Na- 
ture, have been generally laid hold on, on pur- 
poſe to favour ſome Opinions which parti- 
cular Perſons had eſpouſed, and which had no 
better Arguments to ſupport them, and. That 
theſe having yielded to the Force of Truth for 
ſo many hundred Years, and the Writings of 
the New Teſtament having been ſo long re- 
ceived by the whole Chriſtian Church as of 
Apoſtolical Authority, ing more is need- 
ful to eſtabliſh them as ſuch, but to ſhew, that, 


V. The Books of the New Teſtament, in which 
the Doctrines delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
are contained, have been faithfully Tranſmitted to 
the Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages. And, in gene- 
ral, it reſts upon thoſe who call in queſtion the 
Fidelity of the Tranſmiſſion in this Caſe, to 
ſhew that any other Book whatſoever has ſuch 
and ſo many plain and ſtrong Teſtimonies of a 
faithful Tranſmiſſion, as the New Teſtament ; 
left while their Zeal againſt Chriſtianity drives 
them into groundleſs Cavils and Doubts about 
the Authority of thoſe Books, they involve 
themſelves in the Abſurdity of rejecting all an- 
cient Writings whatſoever, as not only alter'd 
from the Originals, but alter'd to ſuch a De- 
gree as not to repreſent to us the genuine Mean- 

I ing 


or it = Cou —— 8 
Copies throughout all other tries 

have been ſo many Teſtimonies of the Fraud. If 
therefore we could ſuppoſe the ancient Chriſtians 
ever ſo much inclined to alter and corrupt, none 
of them could have attempted it with the leaſt 


with the 
Churches that had been płanted by the A 
® Tertull. to which Tertullian exprefly refers in his 
de Prz- mgs againſt the Hereticks of thoſe Times, as then 
ſcript. adv. in being, and to be freely confſulkked. But what 
* ſhould temp? or incline the firſt Chriſtians to cor- 
der — ul their H i for 
whick DU ir Hopes, and 
ths By rocks ef Hole eg, pe 
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choſe to die rather than deliver them. Many 
alſo cited out of thoſe Books are found 
in the moſt early Writers of the Church, which 

to be the ſame that we now have in our 
printed Copies. Controverſies aroſe in the 
Church as early as the ſecond Century; and as 
Sides appeaPd to thoſe Writings, fo if 
had changed and corrupted them, the 
have been diſcover'd, and the Au- 
Corruption expos'd by their Ad- 
who were concerned in thoſe 
being many of them Perſons who 
wanted neither Learning nor Penetration. The 
it e early tranſlated out of the 
yriact, Latin, &c.) 
between which and the Original Greek there is the 
greateſt Agreement inSenſe and Matter. Add to 
all this, That many ancient written Copies, of 
thoſe early Tranſlations, and alſo of the original 
Greek, have been preſerved to our own Times, and 
procured by learned Men out of the ſeveral Coun- 
tries in Europe, Aſia, and Africa, where Chriſtia- 
nity was planted in the moſt early Ages; and ſuch 
Copies have been found, upon the exacteſt Colla- 
tion, to agree with thoſe that are now us'd in the 
Chriſt ian Church, with much leſs Variation than is 
allow'd, in all other Writings, to be fairly plac'd 
to the Miſtakes and Overſights of Tranſcribers. 
For as to the Objection from the great Num- 
ber of various Readings which have been found 
upon comparing thoſe Copies, it is of no man- 
= of Weight” It is indeed fairly preſum'd, 
that the Providence of God would preſerve in- 


ither 


ſpir'd Writings, which were intended for the 


perpetual Inſtruction of the Church, pure and 
uncorrupt, as to the Doctrines contained in 
them; bur it is not pretended that the 75 —_— 

I ers 
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bers of thoſe Writings were ſecur' d by any ex- 
traordinary Interpoſition of Providence, from 
every the Error in copying them. It was 
neceſſary that the Books themſelves ſhould be 
written under the immediate Direction of the 
Holy Spirit, becauſe the Things to be deliver'd 
in then TT > 
ſon, and nothing vine Iration 
could make them a ial Rule * the 
Church. But the faithful Tranſnniſſion CO 
to future Ages might be ſufficiently prov'd, u 
on roy. met in the — — 
the faithful Tranſmiſſion of any other ancient 
Writings. So that it reſts upon thoſe who urge 
this Argument againſt the Books of the New 
Teſtament, to ſhew that thoſe various Read - 
ings do at all affect the DoZrines of Chriſtianity, 
or that ſuch Variety in any one Place renders 
any one Doctrine doubtful, that is not fully and 
clearly deliver'd in other Parts of the New Teſ- 
tament. On the contrary, I believe it may be 
ſafely affirm'd, that every ſingle Copy would 
exhibit a true and juft Account of Chriſtianity 
where there is an honeſt Diſpoſition to learn, 
and (in order to that) to correct the Errors of 
Tranſcribers, by comparing Places of the ſame 
—— 1 _ one another; 
nakin Allowances for ordinary Sli 
of the Pen. 18 

If the Number of Various Readings in the 
New Teſtament, as they have been publiſh'd 
from Time to Time by learned Men, ſhould 
be granted to be greater than in other ancient 
Writings, as they are not; there are two Thi 
that would plainly account for it: The 1 
that the Copies which were taken of this Book 
before the Uſe of Printing, infinitely exceeded 

| in 
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in Number the Copies of any other ancient Book 
whatſoever ; and — Copies are, the 
more numerous of courſe will the various Read - 
ings be: The ſecond, that no ancient Writings 
whatſoever have been examin'd with the ſame 

Copies collated with the like Ex- 
1 ſet down 


_ (juſt Allowance being made to the accidental 
Slips or Miſtakes of Tranſcribers, which cauſe 
no material Alteration either in Senſe or Doc- 


ancient) in one and the fame R 
we are enabled to determine the true Readi 
upon a ſure Foundation. On the other ha 
when the Copies are few, the Errors of Tran- 
ſcribers in many Caſes are not to be fer right 
upon any other Foundation than mere Conjec- 
ture. This is the general Senſe of learned Men, 
as being evidently founded upon Reaſon and Ex- 
perience ; and it appears to be ſo, from the great 
Endeavours that are uſed by all ſuch as under- 
take to give correct Editions of ancient Au- 
thors, to procure as many written Copies as 
they can; and it alſo appears to be true in Fact. 
that where the Copies were few, Editions have 
been very faulty and imperfect; where many, 
very — 2 and in both Caſes 
2 more 


a full and clear Diſcovery of that Diſpenſa 
2 
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more faulty or more correct, in — ion to 
the Number of Copies, ſuch efperia y as are of 
greateſt Antiquity z in which Reſpect, as well as 
in the Numbers both of Copies and Tranſlations, 
the New Teſtament has vaſtly the Advantage of 
all other ancient Writings dever. 


VI. The Doctrines of the Apoſtles, contain d in 
their Epiſtles and in the Acts, together with what 
is taught by our Saviour in the Goſpels, were 
deſign d 10 be 4 ſtanding Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners to Chriſtians in all Ages, and were from the 

inning conſider d and receiv'd as fuch by the 
Churches of Chriſ.. | 

That thoſe Writings were Defign'd to be a 
ſtanding and perperual Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners, appears from what has already been 
prov'd ; that is, from the Inſtruction, Com- 
miſſion, and Inſpiration, which the A 
receiv*d from Chriſt, together with the Power 
of working Miracles in proof of their Com- 
miſſion from him: And all this, in order to 
their declaring and opening to Mankind the 
whole Goſpel Diſpenſation, and every Part of 
it, and their perpetuating the Knowledge of it 
throughout all Generations to the End of the 
World. Theſe were full and ſufficient Decla- 
rations of the Will of Chriſt, That the whole 
Diſpenſation of his Goſpel ſhould be open'd by 
them, and be received by the World as coming 
from bim, who had thus inſtructed and enligh- 
ten'd them, and effectually ſecur'd them againſt 
Error and Miſtake, and commiſſion'd them to 
act in his Name, and ratify'd that Commiſſion 
by Miracles, that no Doubt might remain but 
that they were ſent by him on purpoſe to make 
tion 

to 
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to the World. And the neceſſary Conſequence - 
of this is, in the firſt Place, That whatever they 
deliver'd concerning the Doctrines and Duties 
| ing to that Diſpenſation, was to be re- | 
ceiv'd by all Chriſtians as properly coming from ö 
Chriſt; and then, That no other Perſons hav- 
ing been inſpir d and commiſſion'd to publiſh 
| the Will of Chriſt, but the Apoſtles only, what 
| they publiſh'd was the wwhole of what he intend- 
| ed to be publiſh'd. The contrary Suppoſitions 
| plainly carry in them ſome one or more of theſe 
| Abſurdities, That Chriſt granted a Commiſſion, 
| without full Inſtructions for the Diſcharge of | 
it; That Perſons who acted under the Guidance | 
| of the Holy Ghoſt, did not diſcharge it faich- 
| fully; — That all the while he was con- 
| firming their Doctrine by Miracles, he left 
| them liable to Error. The Inference from all 
which would be, That he came down from Hea- 
. ven to eſtabliſh a new Religion, and impower'd 
| ſpecial Meſſengers to publiſh it to the World, 
but yet left Mankind to the End of the World 
under an Uncertainty what his Religion was. 
F The Apoſtles, to give their Writings the Au- 
: thority which juſtly belong'd to them, generally 
. declare themſelves in the Beginning of their 
a Epiſtles to be the Apoſtles and Servants of Jeſus 
: Chriſt, that is, Perſons ſent by him, and ſpe- 
ö cially employ'd in his Service; and in other 
0 Parts the Epiſt les, to the ſame Effect, 
the Ambaſſadors, the Stewards, and the Miri/- 
ters of Chriſt; all which Expreſſions imply, 
that they were the Perſons he had appointed to 
convey his Will to Mankind, and to diſpenſe 
to them the great Truths of the Goſpel, which 
till then were unknown to the World. Let a; Cor. iv. 
Man ſo account of us as of the Miniſters (ps 


1 
I 
L 
F 
1 
J 


170 


Rom. i. 5. and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. — By whom 
we bave recerved Grace Apoſtleſhip, for 
Obedience to the Faith all Nations for his 


Name. And the ſame A 
cularly of the Redemption 
Chriſt, and our Reconciliation to 


z 


5 
a 


2 Cor. v. Death, adds, And bath given 10 Miniſtry 
18,19, 20. of Reconciliation, to wit, that God was in Cbrii 
reconciling the World unto bunſeff, 1mputing 
their former Treſpaſſes units them, and bath com- 


mitted wntio us the Mord of Reconciliation : 
then we are Ambaſſadors Chriſt, 
God did beſeech you by us. 

5. the ſame Subject, i 
diator between God and Man, 
Feſus, who gave bimſelf a Ranſom 
teſtified in due Time : Whereunto 

a Preacher and an Apoſtle, à Teacher of 
Rom. xv. Gentiles in Faith and Verity. And agai 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt | 


Ir 


* 


et 


0} 


5 


Word of God. 

Next, as to the Doctrines deliver*d, they are 
1Cor. xiv. ſpoken of as the Commandments of God and of 
37- _ Chriſt. The Things that I write unto you are the 
2 Cor. ii. Commandments of the Lord; and the Goſpel 
' hem. preach'd was the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the C/ 
iii. 2 pel of God; the glonousGoſpel of theBleſſed God, 
Rom. xv. qwhich, ſays St. Paul, was committed % my 
— . Truſt. And the ſame St. Paul, writing to the 
— ar. xn Theſſalonians, ſays, When ye received the Word 
1 Thef.ii.of God, which ye heard of us, ye receiv'd it not 
2, 8, 9- as the Word of Men, but as it is in truth the 
Tun. i. Word of God. But when, upon a particular 
"Theft ii. Occaſion, he deliver'd only his own private 
13. | | Sentiments 
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Sentiments, he expreſly tells the Corintbians, Ii Cor. vii. 
bave no Commandment from the Lord, yet I give 25. 40. | 
o 
der which their Doctrine was deliver'd, it has 
been already obſery'd, That after the A Page 24. 
had receiv'd their Commiſſion to declare and 
publiſh the Goſpel to all Nations, they alſo re- 
ceiv'd the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhould 

teach them all Things, and bri all Things to their John xiv 
Remembrance whatſoeverChriſt 1 bad ſaid unto them, 6. 
and being the Set "of Truth, ould guide 3 8 
them into all Truth. And fo it is affirm'd by 
St. Peter of them all, that they preach'd the, pet i. 
Goſpel with (or by) the Holy Ghoſt ſent down 1: 
from Heaven; and it is faid of the Particular Erber ii. 
Doctrine, of the Gentiles being Fellow-Heirs 5: 

with the _ it Was — to . 85 
ophets (in genera 
alſo been before L. -—— 30. 
y of St. Paul, that he receiv'd his Doctrine 
immediate Revelation; and tho* he was not 
of the Number of thoſe upon whom the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, he 
declares in many Places of his Epiſtles that he 
ated under the Guidance of the ſame Spirit: 
We ſpeak the & iſdom of God in a Myſtery — the , Cor. ii. 
Things which God bath reveal d unto us by bis Spi- 7, 10, 16. 
ritMe bave the Mind of Chriſt ; —He therefore + 
that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man but God, ub 
bath alſo given unto us his holy Spirit. Me have 1 Cor. ii. 
received, not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit 12. 13. 
which is of God, that we may know the Things 
that are freely given us of God; Which Things 
alſo we ſpeak, not in the Words which Man's Wiſ- 


dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. 
He tells the Corinthians, that he will give them 2 Cor. 


a Proof L. 1. 


1Theſſ. ĩv. 


15. 


2 Pet. iii. 
15. 


+ Clem. 
Ep. 1. ad 


Cor. F. 42, 


47. 


[ 72 ] 

2 Pg of OD Rong in him; and deſcrib- 
ing the Order in which the Dead are to riſe a- 
in (viz. thoſe who are dead, and thoſe who 
be found alive at the Reſurrection) 
he declares, This we ſay unto you by the Word of 
the Lord. And St. Peter affirms, that what 
St. Paul had written to the Chriftians, was ac- 
cording to the Wiſdom given unto bim; and in the 
ſame Place he ſets St. Paul's Epiſtles upon the 
fame Foot with the Scri of the Teſta- 
ment, which the Jewiſh Converts, to whom 
St. Peter was wr 

to be inſpir'd. 
han ob lag Teftimonies of 
Perſons concerning : es, it is again to be 
remember d, that the Writers of the Epiſtles are 
the ſame Perſons whom the Goſpels and the 
Acts of the Apoſtles teſtify to have been ſpe- 
cially commiſſion*d by Chriſt, and to have re- 
ceiv'd from him the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to have wrought many and great Miracles 
in his Name; andall this, on purpoſe to qualify 
them for publiſhing his Goſpel ro the World, 
and to put it out of all Doubt that they were 
Miniſters and Ambaſſadors ſent by him, and that 


therefore entire Credit might be given to what- 


ever they deliver'd in his Name, and their Doc- 
trine be receiv'd by all Chriſtians as a true and 
full Account of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, or, in 
other Words, as a Divine Rule of Faith and 
Manners. 

Accordingly, The Chriſtians of the moſt 
early Ages, declared and aſſerted in the cleareſt 
manner, that the Writings of the Apoſtles were 
divinely inſpir'd, and that, as ſuch, they became 
of courſe a Rule to all Chriſtians. Clement, a 


fellow Labourer of St. Paul, writes thus to the 
| Corinthians : 


did moſt firmly believe 


bo an£fkJeacu A ˙ on ww. . 1 
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_— 3 * 
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Corinthians : The Apoſtles deliver*d the Go- 
« ſpel to us, from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
« Jeſus Chriſt from God. Wherefore, Chriſt 
« was ſent by God, and the Apoſtles by Chriſt. 
Having fore receiv'd their Inſtructions, 
« and being confirm'd in the Faith by the 
„ Word of God and the fullneſs of the Holy 
« Ghoſt; they went forth, preaching that the 


preſent, be taught you the Word of Truth with allg. 
exatine/ſs and ſoundneſs, and being abſent, wrote 
an Epiſtle to you, which if you look into, you may 


de built up in tbe Faith that was deliver'd to you. 


Theophilus F of Antioch, in the ſecond Century, f Theoph. 
calls the Evangeliſts the Bearers of the Spirit; and ad Autol. 
ſays of the Prophets and Apoſtles, that they“ 3: 
ſpoke by one and the ſame Spirit. Ireneus*, in? Iren. 
the ſame Century, ſays, That the Scriptures 2. © 47- 
were dictated by the Word of God and his Spirit; 
and, f That one and the ſame Spirit preach'd in + Iren. 
the Propbets, and publiſb d in the Apoſtles. And l. 3. c. 25. 
he has one whole Chapter *, to ſhew that the“ Iren. 
other Apoſtles as well as Paul, had their Know-| 3: © 13. 
ledge by Revelation from God. He particularly 
blames thoſe as impious, who preſum'd to fay, 
that the Apoſtles preach*d, before they had a 
perfect Knowledge of what they were to preach: 
For, ſays he, After f our Lord was riſen Iren. 
« from the Dead, and they were endued by | 3. c. 1. 
«« the Holy Ghoſt with Power from on high, 
% they were fill'd with all Truths, and had 
perfect Knowledge, and then went forth into 
« the Ends of the World, publiſhing the good 

K ee things 
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<« things which God hath provided for us, and 
<< prea Peace from Heaven unto Men.” 
* Juſtin Fuſtin Martyr * » in the ſame Century, ſpeaks 
Mart.Dial. of the Scriptures, as Writings full of the Holy 
with Try- Ghoſt. In the next Century, Clemens Alexandri- 
pho. m. us + ſays, The Apoſtles might well be call d Pro- 
Alex. phets, one and the ſame Holy Spirit working in 
Strom. both; and ſpeaking of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
I.s. jointly, he ſays, * They bad the mind of the Pro- 
* phetick and Inſtructing Spirit ſecretiy reveal'd to 
Strom. hem; and he calls the Apoſtles, in particular, 
1. 1. Diſciples of the Spirit. Ovigen® mentions the Go- 
+ 2 * in ſpels, as acknowled ls 200 of divine Aut 
. by all Churches ; a ing of the Inſpiration 
45.1 p. . of the Prophets, ſays, bas ts ſame God inſpir d 
11, 21,30. the Evangeliſts and 8 Jn he mentions 
thoſe ſacred Books, as xot of Men, but from the 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, by the Will of the 
Father thro" Jeſus ch, and ſays, There is 
nothing in the Prophets, or the Law, or the Goſ- 
or the Apoſtles ( by which laſt is meant 
— that is not from the Fullneſs of God ; 
That there is an entire Harmony and A. 
X between the Old Teſtament and the New, 
Toes de Low and the Þ rephets, between the 
Evangelical and A roſtolical 3 Writings, and be- 
tween the A — with relation ts 
one another ; * doth he and others po. ye 
ſtile thoſe Writings, The Oracles of God, 

The Voice of God. 
What has been already ſaid, and repea 
the Commiſſion which the 2 
receiv'd from Chriſt for prong my 
to the World, and his enduing them 
End with the Holy Spirit, and with 32 *— 
of working — 2 3 abundantly ſhews, that 


whatever they deliver'd concerning the * 
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pels. were read in their Attmbiics, } Jet. 
part of their publick Worſhip ; The Exhor- Mart. A- 
of the Miniſters deliver'd in the fame?® 2. 


Hereticks of that time; Let bim, ſays he, exa- 
mine what I baue written, and he will find it 


grounding themſelves upon 
perſever'd in the ſelf-ſame Senti- 


whom the Go to 
which the phe preach'd, 8 


b 
2 2 — | YT 
e wi 
the Evangelical and Apoſtolical 5 iti 
Senſes as might favour their own 
wich affirming the things which neither the Prophets 
12855 K 2 preach'd 
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reach'd, nor Chriſt taught, nor the Apoſtles de- 
iver'dz and ang * went beyond the 
* Mem- — they deſtroy d the Bounds of Trath *. 
braVerita- And ſo Tertullian +; Take away from Hereticks 
+ Tertull, their Pagan Dottrines, and let them refer their 
de Reſur- Queſtions to the Deciſion of the Scriptures, and t 
rect. c. 3. will not be able to ſtand. And elſewhere he 
_ cenſures thoſe as weak, who think they can diſ- 
> 99 courſe of Matters of Faith, otherwiſe than from 
the Books containing that Faith. To the fame 
+ Clem. Purpoſe, Clemens Alexandrinus f ſays, Let us 
Alex. ot content ourſelves with the Teſtimonies of 
but let us confirm that which comes in Yueſtion by 
the Word of God, which is to be credited beyond 
all Demonſtrations; or rather is itſelf the only 
Demonſtration. | 
Whether therefore we conſider, what the Com- 
miſſion was which the Apoſtles receiv'd irom 
Chriſt, or what the Gifts and Powers, by which 
they were enabled to diſcharge it; what they 
declar'd concerning their Authority and the 
Doctrine they deliver'd, or what the firſt Chri- 
ſtians believ'd and declar'd concerning them; 
In all and. every of theſe Views, we ſee the 
cleareſt Evidence that the Matters and Doc- 
trines contain*d in the New Teſtament, as com- 
ing from Perſons who were commiſſion*'d and 
inſpired by Chriſt to publiſh his Religion to the 
World, were deſign'd to be a fixt and perpetual 
Rule to Chriſtians in all future Ages. And they 
were in fact receiv*d under that Character by the 
farſt Chriſtians, and, after the Increaſe of the 
cone by particular Churches, gradually, as 
- theſe Churches came to a certain Knowledge of 
the ſeveral Books being written by Perſons di- 
vinely infpir'd; and in proceſs of time, by the 
whole Chriſtian Church; upon a full and y_ 
| * a ral 
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ral Conviction, tha were the Writings of 
ſuch Perſons, and tha e 
ſonable G of Doubt eicher about the Books, 


round 
or the Writers of them. And as I obſerv'd 
before, the Slowneſs and Caution of particu- 


lar Churches in _ is one good Ar- 
== t, that were faithful and impartial 
inefles. So aku have been the Suggeſtions 


of ſome, who yet bore no ill Will to Chriſtia- 
nity, That all the Books of the New Teſtament 
became authentick at once, by a ſolemn Act of 
the Church, and, that it was the Authority of 
the Church, that made them a Rule or Canon to 
all Chriftians. On the contrary, particular 
Books were receiv*'d by particular Churches, 
or later; according to the time of wri- 
ting, and according to the different Oppor- 
tunꝭties had of coming to the Knowledge 
of them, by reaſon of the different Diſtance 
of Cities and Countries from one another, 
and the different of Correſpondence 
among them. The Rule which determin'd them 
to admit the particular Books, was the Aſſurance 
they had, that they were written by Perſons 
divinely inſpir'd; and upon this (when it be- 
came clear to them upon due Enquiry and Ex- 
amination,) they grounded the Authority of each 
Book. From hencetorth, Writers cited the Books 
in Confirmation of the Doctrines and Duties of 
Chriſtianity, and the People conſider'd them as a 
divine Rule of Faith and Manners ; both which 
we ſee as early as we have any of their Writ- 
ings. And when by degrees, every particular 
Church was ſatisfied that all the Books were 
written by Perſons divinely inſpir'd, they pub- 
lickly declar d their Satisfaction in Councils oc- 


cfionlly aſſembled to regulate the * 
airs 
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fairs of the Church. The Books were not there- 
fore authentick, becauſe thoſe Declarations were 
made, but the Declarations were therefore made, 
becauſe the Books were authentick ; the Church 
being conſider d only as a Witneſs that they 
were written by the Perſons, whoſe Names they 
bear, and to whom are aſcrib'd, and from 
whoſe Inſpiration rive their Authority. 

I am well aware, that in later Ages there 
have ariſen Men who would confine the Chri- 
ſtian Rule or Canon to the Writings of the 
Evangeliſts, and the Chriſtian Faith to the 
Article of believing Jeſus to be the Meſſiab ; thi 
ſeeming to have been ſufficient at firft to gain 
Ir into the A Church, and the 
Truth of that Propoſition being abundangly at- 
teſted by the four Goſpels. But it was not rightly 
conſider'ꝰd by thoſe Men, how exten/rve that Arti- 


cle was, and how many more it included in it; the 


Aſſent to it being, in effect, an Acknowledgment 
that Jeſus was the Son off God, and the Baptiſm re- 
ceiv d in vertue of that Aſſent, an embracing of the 
Doctrine of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and 
both the Aſſent and the Baptiſm, a general Pro- 
feſſion of taking Chriſt for their Maſter ; and that 
Profeſſion, a general ement to conform 
to all the Doctrines and Rules which he ſhould 
deliver, either by himſelf or by Perſons whom 
he ſhould commiſſion to make further Decla- 
rations of his Will. So that the Admiſſion into 
the Church by Baptiſm upon the Belief of that 
ſingle Article, was properly the 
ſons into the School of Chriſtianity, to be fur- 
ther inſtructed and built up in the Faith of Chriſt : 
and to conſider fuch Admiſſion in any other 
Light, is juſt as if one ſhould that a 


argue 
Child is a complete Man, becauſe hn | 
arts 


admitting Per- 


EE 


ſpoke as unto Babes in 1. 

Chrift, I have fed you with Milk, and not with 
Meat, for hitherto ye were not able to bear it. 
And when he reproves the Hebrews for their ſlow 15.1, „. 
Progreſs in the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Faith, 12, 13,14. 
he tells them; When for the lime ye ought to be 
Teachers, ye have need that one teach you again, 
which be the firſt Principles of the — of God, 
and are become ſuch as have need of Milk and not 
of firong Meat: For every one that uſeth Milk, is 
unſtilful in the Word of Righteouſneſs, for he is 4 
Babe. But ſtrong Meat belongeth to them that are 
of ful Age, even thoſe who by reaſon of uſe (in the 

rgin, it is Habit or Perfection) have their 
Senſes exercis*d to diſcern both Good and Evil. 
From whence he immediately infers, Therefore Heb. vi. 
leaving the Principles (or firſt Rudiments) of the, 2. 
Doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on unto Perfection, 
not laying again the Foundation of ance 
dead Works, and of Faith towards God ; 


tbe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
0 
| 


Doctrine of Baptiſms, and of laying on of ande, 
and of the Reæſurrection of the Deas and of eternal oy => 
Judgment. Mater of 


A late ingenious Writer *, who has traced- the Char- 
out the ſeveral Steps taken by Chriſt and his ter. Houſe 
Apoſtles in the firſt Promulgation of the Gol 3388 
had a true Notion of this, and calls the F 


Offcii 
poſition, p. * 


1 


P. 120. 


P. 121. 


1 P. 138. 


P. 139. 


Mr. 
Locke's 
Rea ſon-· 
ableneſs 
of Chriſ- 
dianity. 
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ſition, That Jeſus is the Meſſiah, the firſt 
ntrance and Initiation into the Chriſtian Faith; 
and adds, That in the Progreſs of the Goſpel, the 
Apoſtles explain'd the Heads of the Chriſtian Faith 
more fully and openly, 10 the end that at length 
by their Preaching and Miniſtry the whole Will 


and Counſel of God might be manifefted ; that is, 


all things which ought to be believed and done to ob- 
tain eternal Life. And, ſpeaking of the [nſpi- 
ration F of the Apoſtles, he ſays, The Holy 
Ghoſt was given them, not only to bring to their 
Remembrance whatever they had heard from 
Chriſt, but alſo, to add all ſuch things as were ne- 
ceſſary to fill up and complete the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine. He ſays* further, That in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles we have tbe firſt Lineaments of a ri 
Church, and as it were the Ground-work of the 
Chriſtian Faith; and afterwards, where Þ he 


deſcribes the gradual opening of the Goſpel, he 
poſtles, ts whom Was 


takes Notice, that the A 
committed the expounding, of that new Revelation, 
deliver'd ſome Doctrines ſooner, and ſome later; 
and compares the Growth of the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation to that of a Flower, which opens itſelf 
gradually; and adds, that ſome of the Myſteries 
belonging to it, were more ſeaſonably deliver'd 
after the firſt Seeds bad taten root. 

An ingenious Perſon, who at his firſt 
Tranſition from Enquiries merely rational to 
thoſe of Revelation, ſet himſelf to reduce the 
fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtianity to the 
narroweſt Compaſs he poſſibly could, ſeems not 
to have conſidered enough this gradual Opening 
of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, when he made that 
one Article „ That Jeſus is the Meſſiah,” 
the Belief of which was no more than the firſt 
Entrance into the Chriſtian Faith, to be — 

whole 
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whole of itz if he meant it in any other Senſe 
than as it carried in it a general Acknowledg- 
ment, that they who made that Proſeſſion 
did thereby receive Chriſt for their Maſter, 
and were ready to embrace whatever Doctrines 
or Precepts ſhould come from him, with a 
ſincere Diſpoſition to be inſtructed in them. 
And, in truth, that he meant it in this Extent, 
and deſigned no more than a ſpeculative En- 
quiry about the Nature of Fundamentals, 


ſcems plain from what he adds, That as for the Page 300. 


reſt of Divine Truths, there is nothing more re- 
ired of a Chriſtian, but that he receive all the 
Parts of Divine Revelation with a Docility and 
Diſpoſition prepared to embrace and aſſent to all 
Truths coming from Cod; and ſubmit his Mind to 
whatſoever ſhall appear to him to bear that Cha- 
rafter. This was all that could be required of 
the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, to whom the 
Goſpel Diſ tion was not o but 
it boy ny thence, Þ av == 
neceſſary to be believed by Chriſtians, after that 
Diſpenſation was fully o On the contra- 

„it follows, that an actual Belief of the 
Nantes of the Goſpel, after a full Declara- 
tion made of them, was as to make 
Men Chriſtians, as a Readineſs and Diſpoſition 
to|receive them was before ; and the way 

which both 8 themſelves to be true 

and fincere Chriſtians, was an honeſt Diſpoſition 
to embrace all the Light that was afforded them, 
whether by Chriſt himſelf, or by thoſe whom 
he inſpired and commiſſioned for the _— 
of the 


and publiſhing his Goſpel to the World. 
therefore bo fame Author ſpeaki 


Apoſtles, and their Writings, ſays, Theſe Holy Page 297- 


Writers, inſpired from above, writ nothing but 
L ruth, 
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Truth, and in moſt Places very weighty Truths 1 
as now, for the expounding, clearing, and con- 
firming of the Chriſtian rine. And in his 
later Years, when he had more maturely con- 


Pref. to his fidered the Frame and Tenor of the Goſpel Diſ- | 


Commen- penfation, he calls the Writings of the New 
tary. Teſtament, without Diſtinction, Holy Scripture, 
Holy Writings, the Sacred Text, Writings diftated 

Ibid. p.22. by the Spirit of God; and fays of the Writings 
of the Apoſtles, That the Doctrines contained in 

them tend wholly to the ſetting up the Kingdom 

of A Chriſt in this World. Particularly, of 

Paul and his Epiſtles, upon ſeveral of which 

he wrote a very uſeful and elaborate Commen- 

tary during his Retirement in his laſt Years, he 

Iid. p.16. fays, That as to this Apoſtle, he had the whole 


Doclrine of the Goſpel from God by immediate 


Revelation , that for his Information in the 
Chriſtian Knowledge, and the Myſteries and 
Depths of the Diſpen/ation of God by Jeſus Chriſt, 

God himſelf had condeſcended io be his Inſtructor 

and Teacher; and that he had received the Light 

of the Goſpel from the Fountain and Father of 

Ibid. p.17. Light himſelf z and as to his Epiſtles, That they 
were dictated by the Spirit of God. In his Pre- 
face to the Commentary upon the Epiſtle to 
the Romans, after having enumerated ſome of 
the Particulars in which that Epiſtle opens the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation ro Mankind, he adds, 
Theſe are but ſome of the more general and more 
comprebenſrve Heads of the Chriſtian Doctrine to 
be found in this Epiſtle. The Defign of a Synop- 
ſis will not permit me io deſcend more minutely to 
Particulars ; but this let me ſay, that be that 
would have an enlarged View of true Chriftianity, 
will do wel to fludy this Epiſtle. To induce 
Men to the Study of the New Teftament in 
genera], 
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Error, is to betake ourſelves in earneſt to the 
Study of the way 10 Satvation, in thoſe Holy 
Writings wherein God bas revealed it from Hea- 
ven, and propoſed it to the World ; ſeeking our 
Religion where we are ſure it is in truth to be 


eneral, he ſays, The only way 10 be preſerveglbid. p.24. 


found. And, in a Letter written the Year be-Poſthum. 


fore his Death, to one who had aſked him this Works, p. 
Queſtion, What is the ſhorteſt way to attain 3** 


to a true Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion 
in the full and juft Extent of it? his Anſwer is, 
Study the Haly Scripture, eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment; therein are contained the Words of eter- 
nal Life: It has God for its Author, Salvation 
for its End, and Truth without any Mixture of 
Error for its Matter. And of St. Paul's Epiſt les, 
which he was more particularly led to ſpeak of 
in the Preface to his Commentary, he ſays, 
That the ſtudying and - underſtanding them 
aright, will make thoſe who do it to rejoice in 
the Light they recerve from thoſe moſt uſeful Parts 
of Divine Revelation. 

This Writer alſo furniſhes us with an Anſwer 
to the Objection uſually made by Infidels and 
Scepticks, That if the Epiſtles were written 
upon particular Occaſions only, they would not 
have been written at- all if thoſe Occaſions had 
not happened, and that therefore the Chriſtian 
Faith was compleatly delivered before, in the 
Goſpels and the Acts of the Apoſtles. The 


Providence of God, ſays he, hath ſo ordered it, p,.c to 
that St. Paul has writ a great Number of Epiſtles Com- 
and the fame is true of thoſe that were written ment. p. 


y otber Apoſtles] which tho* upon different Oc-*": 
caſions, and to ſeveral Pur poſes, yet are all con- 
fined within the Buſineſs of his Apoſtleſhip, and 
Jo contain nothing but * of Chriſtian Inftruc- 

| 2 tion ; 
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3 amongſt which, be ſeldom fails to drop in 
ten to enlarge upon the great and diftinguiſh- 
ing Dofrines of our Holy Religion. If the Wri- 
ting of the Epiſtles was ordered by the Provi- 
dence of God, the ſame Providence certainly 
intended that they ſhould be a Rule and Di- 
rection to the Chriſtian Church; and if the Pro- 
vidence of God had not fo ordered it, that the 
Epiſtles ſhould be written, the ſame Providence 
would have found out ſome other way to open 
and explain the Chriſtian Revelation in the 
Manner they have done. The Queſtion there- 
fore is not, what the State of Things would 
have been if the Epiſtles had not been written 
(which no Mortal can tell,) but the onlyQueſti- 
on is, how the Matter ſtands, now they are 
written, and whether we are at liberty to con- 
ſider them otherwiſe than as Openings and Ex- 
planations of the Chriſtian Doctrine, when they 
come from Perſons divinely inſpir'd, and com- 
miſſion'd by Chriſt to publiſh his Goſpel to the 
World; in virtue of which (as the other 
Writer before mention'd has truly faid) they 
were enabled and empower'd to add all fuch 
Things as were neceſſary to fill up and compleat 
the Chriftian Doctrine. | 

Whatever therefore we find in the Writings 
of the Apoſtles that concerns the Doctrine and 
CEconomy of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, whe- 
ther it be further Explanations of what is more 
generally deliver'd in the Goſpels and Acts of 


tion 
and 


the Apoſtles, or Additions to them; it is what 


they were empower'd by Chriſt and enabled by 
the Holy Ghoſt to deliver to the World, and 


fo became a Rule of Faith and Practice to 


Chriſtians ro the End of the World. Such are 


theſe that follow ; The Miſery brought upon 
Mankind 
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Mankind by the Fall of Adam, and the Deli- 
verance out of that Miſery as wrought for us 
by Chriſt : The Inſufficiency of the Moſaical 
Law for obtaining Salvation : The typical Na- 
ture of the Ceremonial Law as prefiguring 
Chriſt, the End of that Law and our 
Sacrifice, High-prieſt and Law-giver : The 
outward Performances of the Ceremonial Law, 
repreſented as Emblems, of inward Purity: The 
Excellency of the Sacrifice, Miniftry, and Laws 
of Chriſt, beyond thoſe of the Moſaical Diſ- 
penfation : The Efficacy of the Death of Chriſt 
and of the whole Goſpel Diſpenfation, for ob- 
taining Pardon of Sin, Reconciliation to God, 
and Eternal Life: The Union of the divine and 
human Nature in Chriſt : The Neceſſity — of his 
Incarnation, to be firſt a Teacher and Example, 
and after that to be capable of dying ; of his 
Death, to take away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
himſelf; of his RefſurreFion, to prove his Con- 
queſt over Death, and to be an of our 
riſing from the dead; and of his Aſcenſion, to 
be veſted with all Power in Heaven and Earth, 


and to be our Mediator, Advocate and Inter- 


ceſſor at the Right-hand of his Father: The 
Univerſality and Sufficiency of the Grace pro- 
miſed in the Goſpel, decreed by God from the 
Foundation of the World, and revealed in due 
Time in the Goſpel, for the Salvation of all 
true Believers : The Right of Gentiles as well 
as Jews, to be Partakers of the Mercies and Be- 
nefits of the Goſpel Covenant in Chriſt : The 
Juſtice of God in rejecting the unbelieving Jews 
and calling the Gentiles: The Neceſſity of 
Faith in him, in order to our Juſtification in 
the Sight of God, and the Impoſſibility of 
obtaining Salvation in any other way than 1 4 


* 


[ 86 
the Atonement made by him: The Efficacy of 
Faith, and the Neceſſity of good Works, as 
the genuine Fruits of a true and lively Faith: 
The Sanctification of our Nature by the Spirit 
of God: The ordinary Operations and Influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit ; and the Obligation 
to Love, Peace, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, and 
mutual Forbearance, as the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit : The Power and Vigilance of our Enemy 
the Devil and his wicked Spirits ; and the great 
Sinfulneſs of Envy, Detraction, Malice, Hatred 
and Revenge, as properly the Works of the 
Devil: The Duty of doing all Things to the 
Glory of God, by employing our ſeveral Gifts 
and Talents for that End : The Duty of Re- 
pentance from dead Works, of dying to Sin 
and living to God, and of putting on the new 
Man, and living, not according to the Fleſh 
but according to the Spirit: The Duties of 
Mortification and Selt-denial, in order to the 
ſubduing our inordinate Luſts and Appetites: 
The abſolute Neceſſity of Holineſs, and the 
utter Inconſiſtency of Uncleanneſs of all Kinds 
with the Purity of the Goſpei : The Duty of 
preſerving the Bond of Marriage ſacred and 
inviolable: The Nature of the Church of 
Chriſt upon Earth, and the Communion of 


_ Chriſtians with him as their Head, and wich 


one another as Joint Members of his Body: 
The true Import, due Adminiſt ration, and pro- 
Efficacy of the Ordinances inſtituted 

im: The Government of his Church, and the 
Appointment of Paſtors and Teachers therein, 
to miniſter in holy Things, and to explain to 
the People the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and 
enforce the Duties of it: The publick Worſhip 
and Diſcipline appointed in his Church, — 
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firſt to be attended, and the ſecond to be ſub- 
mitted to by all Chriſtians : The Neceſſity of 
Union among the Members of Chriſt's Church, 
and the great Miſchief of Diviſions: The Du- 
Ps of praying for the Wants of one another both 
iritual and temporal: The due Regulation of 
—— Zeal, and the Danger of a miſguided 
Zeal: The Duty of preaching, and taking up, 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and the Miſchiefs of cor- 
rupting the Chriſtian Faith by Philoſophy and 
the Wiſdom of this 8 The extreme 
of Infidelity 1 — from the 
Faith: The difting 7 king ard of thoſe 
who ſuffer patiently = the Truth of the Go- 
ſpel, and perſevere unto the End: The Rela- 
tion which good Chriftians bear to the Saints 

in Heaven, while they continue upon Earth : 
The great Happineſs that is there laid up for all 
the faithful — of Chriſt: The Order of the 
Reſurrection, and the Changes that will 

then made in the Bodies of good Men. 

Theſe and the like Heads of Doctrine and 
Inſtruction which are found in the Epiſtles, be- 
ing added to the Light which we receive from 
the Goſpels and Acts of the Apoſtles, give us 
a compleat View of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
and every Branch of it; the one being the 
Foundation, and the other the Superſtructure, 
and both neceſſary to build us up in the true 
Faith and Doctrine of Chriſt. And whether 
theſe be all equally neceſſary to be explicitly 
known and believed, or all Sears fundamen- 
tal, is an uſeleſs and idle En ; wh Whoever 
reads the Writings of the Apoſtles, . and is per- 
fuaded that the 122 they delivered were 
feceived from Chriſt, or written by the Direc- 
non and Afiiſtance of his Holy Spirit, can- 
not 
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not but think himſelf obliged to believe and do 
whatever he finds delivered in theſe Writings, 
and to confider them as a Divine Rule of Faith 

and Practice. 
As to the Duties merely moral, and ſuch as 
to our ſeveral Stations and Circumſtances 
in this World, no Infidel has ever been ſo hardy 
as to deny that the Epiſtles contain a Variety 
of admirable Precepts and Directions for our 
Conduct and Behaviour in the ſeveral Relations 
of Life (for Magiſtrates and People, Wives 
and Husbands, Parents and Children, Maſters 
and Servants) and alfo in the ſeveral Conditions 
and Circumſtances of Life, Riches and Poverty, 
Health and Sickneſs, Proſper ity and Adverſity. 
Nor need I repeat here what I have ſhewn at 


Second large elſewhere, That theſe and the like Duties, 


Paſt. Let. 


p- 68. 


as laid down and rs gan in thoſe ſacred Wri- 
tings, are not only carried to higher Degrees 
of Perfection than they ever 8 che Schools 
of Morality, but alſo have far greater Height 
here, as having the Stamp and Sanction of Di- 
vine Authority, and as they are enforced by Con- 
ſiderations relating to our eternal Happineſs in 
the next Life, and by Motives immediately re- 
ſulting from our Relation to Chriſt, and from 
the general Doctrines and Principles of the 
Chriſtian Faith. 

It is true, that the immediate Occaſion of ſeve- 
ral of the Epiſtles, was the correcting Errors 
and Irregularities in particular Churches and 
Countries. Such were The corrupting Chri- 
ſtianity with Mixtures of Judaiſm and Philoſo- 
phy, Apoſtaſy from the Faith they had receiv'd, 
Contentions and Diviſions among themſelves, 
Neglect of the publick Aſſemblies and Miſbeha- 
viour in them, The deſpiſing of Government, 

I 


The 
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The diſhonouring of Marriage, The allowi 
Fornication, We And God knows our — 
times are a fad Inſtance of the Neceſſity of 
ſuch Cautions in all Ages, and the no leſs Ne- 
ceſſity of attending to the Duties which are di- 
realy oppoſite to thoſe Vices and Irregularities, 
and which the Apoſtles take Occafion from thence 
to lay down enforce. And even their De- 
cifions of Caſes concerning Meats and Drinks, 
and the Obſervation of the Ceremonial Law, 
and other like Doubts which were peculiar to 
the Jewiſh Converts in the firſt Occaſion of them; 

e Rules alſo are, and always will be, our 
ſureſt Guides in all Points relating to Chriſtian 
Liberty, and the Uſe of things indifferent ; 
when the Grounds of thoſe Deciſions, and the 
Directions conſequent upon them, are duly at- 
tended to, and applied to Caſes of the like 
Nature by the Rules of Piety and Prudence ; 


or, as a learned Writer expreſſes it, By Ana- Dr. Ham- 
logy and Parity of Reaſon, thoſe may be extended mond. 


very profitably to the general Behoof and Advantage 
of other Churches of God, and particular Chriſtians 
of all Ages ; eſpecially, in one Point which is of 
univerſal Concern in Life, I mean, The Duty 
of abſtaining from many things which are in 
themſelves innocent, if we foreſee that they will 
give Offence to weak Chriſtians, or be the Oc- 
caſion of leading others into Sin. 

The Sum then of the 6* Head is this; That 
the Apoſtles were entruſted by Chriſt with the 
making a full and entire Publication of his Go- 
ſpel, and infpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, to enable 
them to diſcharge that Truſt: That the Books 


of the New Teſtament were all written or * ap- 77 C. 

prov'd by them; « That Chriſtians in all Ages 

have thought themſelves obliged to conſider andy. ge- 
M under ſtand p. 11. 
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underſtand the Nature of the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion, as they found it explain'd by Perſons thus 
authoris'd and inſpir'd: and, That as ſoon as 
the ſeveral Books of the New Teſtament ap- 
qt upon clear and evident Proof to be writ- 
ten by the Perſons whoſe Names they bore, all 
Chriſtian Churches receiv'd them as Inſpir'd 
Writings, and as a Divine Rule of Faith and 
Manners. 

The Inference from all this, which 
who is a Chriſtian in earneſt _ to 
himſelf, is, To conſider it as hs indif — 5 
Duty to peruſe and attend to thoſe fa 
as explaining to him the Terms of Salvation ac- 
cording to the Goſpel Covenant, and acquaint- 
ing him with the Conditions requir'd on his 
Part in order to obtain it. And becauſe the 
Books of the Old Teſtament are alſo the Oracles 
of God deliver'd from time to time to the Jewiſh 
Nation, and are declar'd by the New Teſtament 
to be written by divine Inſpiration,and do * 
in them many excellent Leſſons of Du 
great Variety of Mercies and Judgments .  fencupon 
Men and Nations according to their Obedien 
or Diſobedience to the Commands of God, — 
alſo the Accounts of God's Communications with 
Mankind, and his Dealings with them, from the 
Creation of the World z together with a Treaſure 
of Devotions and Meditations of all kinds and for 
all Conditions, eſpecially in the of — 
Let me therefore — 
peruſe thoſe ſacred Writings; 1 — 2 
_ rioully meditating upon the various Frovidences 
and Dif! of God to Men, and learn 
from thence — 2 adore his Power, Wit- 
dom, Juſtice and Goodneſs, and to be careful 
above all ching; to recommend yourſelves to his 

Favour 
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Favour and Protection by a ftri& and uniform 
Obedience to his Laws. What St. Paul ſays of z Tim. iii. 
Timothy, is a high Commendation of him : From 15 16,17. 
4 Child thou baſt known the Holy Scriptures, 
which * able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation 
through Faith which is in Chriſt Feſus: And 
chan ke adds, All Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs : 

That the Man of God may be perfect, throughly 
ſurniſb d unto all good Works. And as God has 
caus'd all Holy Scriptures (both of the Old and, Cor. x. 
New Teſtament) to be written for our Learning, 11. 
as the Liturgy of our Church expreſſes it; be Co//e# 
you always careful, that (in the Words of the.” — 
lame Liturgy) you do in fuch wiſe hear them, 9,” 
read, mark, learn, and imwardly di ” them, that by 
Patience and Comfort of bis holy Word you may 
embrace and ever bold 77 the bleed Hope of ever- 
laſting Life, which be bath given us in our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


To CONCLUDE: 


I x this and my two former Letters, I have 
given you a View of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Evidences of the Truth of it, in as ſhort a 
Compaſs, and in the plaineſt Manner, I was 
able; with an Eye, throughout, to the preſent 
Attempts of Infidels againſt our common Faith, 
and with a ſincere Deſire to preſerve you from 
the Infection, and to Eſtabliſ you in that Faith. 
I have ſhewn you, That the /Revea!'d Will of 
God is your only ſure Guide in the Way to 
Salvation; That a full Revelation of his Will, 
concerning the Method and Terms of your? Sal- 


vation, 


121 
vation, is contain'd in the Writings of the No 
Teſtament ; That thoſe Writings are genuine 
and authentick, and have been faithfully tranſ- 
mitted to us; and, That if you 
Means of Salvation which God has appointed 
and ſeek for it in any other Way, you will not 
only fail of it in the End, but likewiſe render 
yourſelves inexcuſable in his Sight. I befeech 
you therefore to weigh and conſider wha? I have 
written, for your ſe, with » On ſneſa, 
Attention, and Im ity, as Ace 
of theſe Things 2 
ſerves; and to ä iri 


after Truth be wholly free from the Influences 
of Profit or Pleaſure, Pride or Paſſion, and 


EXCEPT 
and Do the Will of God, in order to ſecure your 
eternal Salvation. And, that in the Purſul of 
this great Work, your own Endeavours may be 
ever accompanied with the divine Direction and 
Aſſiſtance, is the hearty and earneſt Prayer of 


Tour Faithful Friend and Paſtor, 


_— 


Edm'. London. 


